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HERE. being no Perſon of the 
al /caft ſound Principle, that at all 
al /eriou/ly looks forward, and 
thinks in good earneſt how to be 
truly happy, who does not hear- 
tily deteſt the Attacks which have been 
made upon the moſt important Articles of 
our Faith; and no Point being advanced by 
uch Attacks, oppoſite to the Deſign of our 
Being, and to the moſt endearing Miſbes of 
Futurity, which, however whilſt unexamin d 
may at firſt a little captivate weak Nature, 
can hold up its Head; even in a Time of 
Health and Proſperity, without the utmoſt 
Bluſhins and Confuſion, againſt the plaineſ# 


*Remonſtrance and Evidence of Divine Rea- 
Wor and Revelation, when piouſly apply'd ; 
and much leſs againſt the Shocks of a Diſſo- 
ution, under which the greateſt Patrons of 
A 2 Infi- 


[ iv 3 ke . 
Infidelity have been known to diſcover the |; 
moſt yeilding Miſgivings, the moſt ſinking 
Fears, who doubtleſs would then from their 
ery Souls have been glad to have found E. 
ſome future Hope to reff upon, as ] have in 
a few Inſtances * elſewhere particularly hy; 
mention d; it may be deem d an unneceſſary 
Waſte both of Time and Thought, to fer, 
or look into, any Inquiries relating hereunto. 
BUT where withal it is conſider d, that g 
how exploded ſoever are the moſt offenſive hy 
Principles, the Delufions thereof are yet 
ready to find their way into every unguard- 
ed and unſantiifyd Mind; that even the þ 
Beſt can't but lament the Impreſſions of this | 
Life, which are ſo apt to ſlacken their \þ 
Concern about the one Thing neceſſary ; that 
the ſtrongeſt Faith, how well ſoever ſatisfied 
and enlarg d, as often joyfully to ſoar above 
theſe little periſhable Properties, as if with | 
the Apoſtle caught up to the third Heaven, 
would like Icarus's waxen Wings in another 
caſe, be ſoon ſcorch'd and diſſolved with the 
leaſt approaching Trial, and in danger of h 
the moſt fatal Falls ; if not renewed and 
| ſupported with a daily Supply of Divine 
Thoughts and Influences; that no (mall! 
Number are ready to be on the fide of many 
unallowed Liberties, and to take part with Y; 


any | 


* Remedies againſt the Deſolations of Fire, ana 
other fatal Trials, &c. p. 33, Goc. 1 
d 2 Gor. XII. 2. 


WE - EY 
e lany enſnaring Motive thereof that ſuits their 
g binzovern'd Defires, if left unreminded of 
he chiefeff Point ; that the vileſt Tenets 
pbich are ſcattered abroad, may fall into 
uch Hands, as may not preſently be pro- 
vided with an Antidote for the Prevention 
y nd Expulſion of their baneful Poiſon ; and 
that ſuch as may at ſome Seaſons be forti- 
. H'd with ſuitable Suggeſtions, at another 
are Strangers thereto, and are little moved 
vith the happieſt Work, where once grown 
ommon, and look d upon as ftale and out of 
date, if not reinforced with ſome new Ap- 
plications; who may not under theſe Reflec- 
tions, ſee frequent Occaſion for divers Re- 
preſentations ſuitable to the Nature and 
vidences of the Divine Oracles ? 


s WHO indeed can expett the chieſeſt Foy 
ve and Hope, if unfixed in their Faith and 
th Muy? How reſtleſs muſt be the Mind, 
1*, here toſt as between oppoſite Winds and 
er Waves ? ſometimes believing, and then un- 
he pelicving; ſometimes going forward in the 
* moſt promiſing Line, and then ſtarting a- 


ide as far therefrom ; doing and undoing ; 
eſolving and unreſolving ; keeping all their 
future Views in this fluttuating Hate: and 
nuch more if hard and faſt ſet in an evil 
Way ; if never out of the Enemy's Hands ; 
here, without an happy Change, can be no 


Mixture or Sign of any chearing Proſpett of 
ternity, derivable from the ſacred 5 of 
COYAS ; 


8 
cord; and not the leaft Warrant for it Ib 
that can be drawn from any other Quarter t 
How forlorn and gloomy muſt be the T houghtih 
that would exclude all Notion of living 
hereafter ? that would deprive Mankind offi 
the beſt Articles in the Univerſe, the Ground tt 
and Means of future Security? Vithouthb 
which, amidſt the precarious Properties offi 
preſent Enjoyments, there can be no certain 
Foundation for a Moments Welfare : Howb 
ſhocking and unnatural, bow ſhiftleſs ande 
defenceleſs, would be the Refuge of an un- In 
known and unproved Poſſibility of droppingÞ1 
into Nothing? I bat would a random Wiſh: 
a trifling Sear, a groundle(s Conceit, avail 
againſt the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Proof? 
againſt univerſal Reaſon and Conſcicuce? 
azainft Divine and Indiſputable Teſtimony? pe 
If at the very worſt, as ſome of the Hea- 
then * have argued, the Evidence of Futu- 
rity was doubtful (which yet conſidering in 
its Foundation is abſolutely impoſſible) that e 
as there might be then no Perception of 
Joy, ſo neither of Miſery to occaſion the leaſt 

Ridicule ; yet would it not according to- 
Arnobius be much more reaſonable, a- . 
midſt any pretended Uncertainties, to be- 

lieve that which brings ſome Hope along 

with it, than that which brings none? when 


in the former Caſe there can be no Danger, ee. 
tho | 


2 Xenofh. Kuesgrard\, Plat. Phed. Tull. de Senett. 
d Arnob. Lib. 2. 
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il the Expettation never comes to paſs ; 
er but in the latter, how irreparable would be 
tte Damage, if what Men disbeljeve, 
Mould in the IJ ue be found true? How 
uch ſoeven Men are inclined, as Seneca 
ASbleroes *, to believe a Scope for that which 
they miſerably defire ; yet what kind of Pro- 
ofteftion can ſuch a Perſuaſion be, under the 
.infinal Trial? Are Things to be true or falſe, 
»ybccording to a perverted Wiſh, and not ar- 
nat ding to the Dient Standard ? Can the 
in-wnoft peremptory Prejudices diſarm God of 
nobis Fuſtice ; cancel his Mill; or overturn 
he moſt proved and credible Authority ? 
ho can in ſhort be unapprized of future 
Danger, in caſe of a diſregard hereto, if 
gwen without going far for Proof, the com- 
zþendious Argument of Immortality which 
actantius mentions, be ſeriouſly weigh d; 
n Argument vifible in our ſelves, concern- 
ng Man only, aiſtint? from all Creatures 
nat helow him, being made capable of knowing 
is Oblzgations to the Divine Being? 

OR what kind of Reft or Security could 
e prepoſed, even with relation to the pre- 
nt Life, if unattended with a Principle 


as Reſpett to that which is to come? ere 
me alt 


3 * Quod nimis Miſeri volumus, hoc. facile credimus. 
gerec. in Her. furente. 

h Hoc enim maximum argumentum Immortalitatis 
0 i, quod Deum ſolus homo agnoſcit. Lactant. Divin, 
ect. Eeſtit. F. 10. D®. De Dei Opiſicio, 9. 8. Do. De Vit. 
heat. L. 7. 9. 5. 


L vw ] 
all Thoughts of a final Retribution tin; 
be expung d, what unfavourable Notion in 
would there be of a Supream Protector . 
what low Regard to his Providence and 
Laus? and conſequently what unpromiſW.i 
ing ground of Mercy here from a diſobligedFa 
and deſpiſed Deity ? As happy as we argpe 
under the beſt of Eſtabliſhments, where thdho: 
moſt obliging Caution, T emper. and Probity$h 
fit at the Helm; under the Influence of api: 
Sovereign, who is as tender of His People aN 
his own Eyes; whoſe Wiſdom and Power igel 
ſo - kindly imployd in the Support of our 
Laws and Properties; that it may be won u 
ared there ſhouid be a ſingle Enemy to ſucha 
a King and Government; yet from whatho: 
Spring can the Benefir of this Happineſs 
, but from the Favour of the Aimighty H. 
And who of his Majeſty's Subjetts, that ard 
willing io prize ſuch Pleſſings, would bao 
acceſſory to the leaff Eclipſe thereof, by che- 
riſhing any Doubts of being accountable. ine 
the Uſe of them to the infinite Founder 
Likewiſe who can be inſen{ible of the Fraud! 
and Violence, the Rapine and Ruin, tot 
which many are expoſed ; where, as Tull 
writes *, a People live as without Lawe 
without Probity ? and how /light would bi 
the Influence thereof, further than accord. 
ing! 
2 Urbem fine Legibus, fine Jure, ſine Fide, relictum 


Direptioni & Incendiis. uli. Epiſt. L. 4. ad. Serv, 
Sul it. 


[ ix ] 

thhng to the different Motives of Mens preſent 
mAntereſts and Humours. were they to queſtion 
” # divine Cogniſance ? How inſecure (at leaft 
nA the unobſerved and unſuſpected part of 
1% Life) would be, as in Euſebius *, their 
ea aithfulneſs ro Man, who can vouchſafe to 
ire perfidious to their God, in no Pain a. 
out a future Remembrance ? N wonder 
yen that even an Hobbs, and his Frater- 
" ayity, as much as they have' diſreliſb d the 
4 Not ion of Immortality, could grant the Ne- 
i ſeſiy thereof , to keep Mankind in atve and 
ountr der here and firange it would be, that 
on uch as would be thought better inclined, 
chan imagine the preſent Cuncerns are as ſo 
hatloide a diſtance from thoſe to come, that it 
eſtwould be going far a Field, to fetth in 
„ arguments for the Welfare of this Life, 
ard om Topicks relating to another. So very 
| bahopefully firuated are indeed the preſent 
ge- Fairs, ſo nearly ally d and interwoven to- 
inſetber is the publick and perſonal Intereſt 


r MF this Nation, that by being Friends to the 
de, in heartily eſpouſing its Support, we 
t romote the other : and the diſloyal Inter- 


lly$uptions of the former, can't but occaſion a 
uv Recoil of Infamy and Difſervice to the lat- 
/ beter . that therefore common Self love and 
rd. ratitude, can't but go a great way, where 
ingſfuly diretted, in * Mens 1 
an 


tum Nas N | 
ery. * Enſeb. de Vir. Conſtant. L. 1. c. 15. 
# * Dracles of Reaſon, p. 25. 


* 
y 
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ard Duty 
own Intereſt, as they wiſh well to them 
uf 


HS; 


 provements of ſuch Obligations might therd* 
_ ariſe, without the Impreſſions of Divint 
Principles? Men can the Bands of Alle 
gtance. be ſo firons, as where Men ard: 
found at Heart ? and. what is there that 
can happily overrule the unſeen Diſpoſition, 
m 4 Hans own Breaſt, but an effettua 
Perſuafron with reſpert io the Divine Dil 
nn a... 
- BUT were. .the deepeſ® Conoiftion 
wrowght in relation to the chieſeſt Event 
thereof, and were nothing more ſtrongly be 
liezed. than a future Accuin, how uninflu 
enced under all! would be the Mind and 
Life, if net happriy. Tals d by Jemie peculin 
Aid. from above. How free ſoever. Me 
haze been in chi iug uß the Pier of Rea 
ſon, here is that Ferſon, that with al 


the Notions of .its. Improvement 5, ſeparat " 
from the Divine Influence, can ſtand Bi in 


ground, amidſt the brighteft Profeſſion 6 
the ſoundeſt Faith and Senſe, againſt thi 7 
various: Trials. and Tntanglements incident © 
io this Life ? Who may not obſerve, as i ® 
Peter, how feebis are the beſt unaſſiſte 
Rel 


Matt. XXVI. 55, 70. 


o 
N. 1: 
* % g . 


4 AReſolurions ; Hoe ſoon the Fennel, Princi- 
e, themſelves ſbrink and dwindle ; up- 


„ what 4 ſlippery Foundation we Bere 
„ and; bow hable at every Step to tread 
„Ven a Snare; how earneftly Satan js at 
Hort behind the Curtain, keeping out of 
"Wiz bt all the Fancies of bis cloven Foot, deal. 
PY of « » N i SH 5 
„% Meaſures, as an Enemy 
takes the Aaoqutaze if 2 Mih, thereby to 
approach us unſuſpetted ;, how ſubril be is 
„n impoſing upun us his painted Miles, as 
$:4e Gibeonites deluded Iſrael wyrh their 
eigne Bread; how powerful with the 
perverted Remains of hits original Capacity, 
and bow furious under his irretrievable 
ate, tho without Liberty to force any 
Mill, yet if not. reſtrained, to faſten upon 
is Temptations the ſharpeſ? Sting and E- 
ergy ; how expert in diretling them, as 
were the left-handed Men in ſlinging their 
Ftones », 70 an Hair's breadth ; how many 
Baits he has ready at his Service to ſuit 
our ſeveral Tempers and Appetites ; how 
many Advocates of his own Species © to join 
in bis Mor; how many on his Side within 
our ſelves, ready to open the Gates and let 
in the Enemy upon us, to accept his Terms 
; and ' Offers : Who that obſerves their own 
Feeling and Experience amidſt ſo many 
Sources of Danger, can think themſelves a 
: B 2 ot 
I. 12. Mark V. 9. 
0 d 2 2 1 5 


fit Match to bear up againft all.? Who that 
finds how certainly true it is, what is ſaid 
of the Feus left unto themſelves, that th 
they Tee , it is as if they ſee nat; and 
hearing, they bear not; bow. ready they 
are to judge wrong of themſelves, in think- 
ing they bid fair for Happineſs one way, 
whilft they are inſenſibly in another ; as the 
Syrians. ſmitten. with Blindneſs thought 
themſelves at Dothan *, when they were in 
the midſt. of Samaria; who that are not 
thus Strangers at home, that are not like 
thcſe whom a Perſius © could complain of, H 
againſt looking into themſelves, can be ſo 

Ain as to think themſelves ſufficient to guard p 
and dirett themſelves ? or can countenance 
the leaſt Slight of the hee Work ef 
GRACE © How may ſuch as deſpiſe ei- 
ther its Name or Nature, bluſh at the Re- 
Primand of fuch daring Preſumption as 
may be drawn even from divers Aſſertions 

of the Heathens, which loudly proclaim the 

Neceſſny of the Divine Influence : of this, | 
how ſtrong was the Sentiment of Cicero, 

when he twice obſerves in the ſame © Book 

0 this Purpoſe, that there can be no worthy 


Perſon without ſuch Influence: And. how 
little behind this is the Perſuaſion of Plu- 
| tarch, 
Matt. XIII. 13. | ® 2 Kings VI. 20. | 
Nemo in ſeſe tentat deſcendere. Perſ. Fat. 4. 
Sine aliquo afflato Divino: As again, Niſi Deo 
juvante. Cic. de Natur. Deorum, Lib. 2. 
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ar arch, who ſpeaks of Man being in himſelf 
id gin as helpleſs a way, as | a Pilot © at Sea 
without a Wind? How can Chriſtians 
hat are bleſſed with a further Light, find 
n their Hearts to drop their Efteem of 
heir beſt Help? What becomes of all the 
Promiſes and Operations of the 23 
thoſe noble Gems of Grace that ſparkle al- 
moſt in every Page of the Chriſtian Oecons- 
my? or to what Purpoſe would be the ſe- 
gerda Deſcriptions, in the ſacred Writing, 
of Man's Inſufficiency for his Direction and 
Defence, as well as the freeſt Confeſſions 
thereof among Chriſtians in general ; and 
particularly among ſt ſuch as are reputed 
be moſt rational and learned Writers * ? 
of ; And 
5  * whegrims areuud]& aims). Pur. 

d Such could not be inſenſible how abſolutely eſſen- 
al to a Chriſtian Principle it is, to acknowledge our 
725 Obligation to the Divine Work; that amidſt the diffe- 
1s rent Modes of Expreſſion or Methods of Argument, 
2 they appear reconcileable in the chiefeſt Point: Pzerce's 
9C BPacific. Theolog. Corprſent. c. 16. And whatſoever 
S, Effects have been ſometimes ſpoken of the Mind and 
Oo. Will in ſome particular Exerciſes and Duties, without 
) þ any expreſs Repetition of the Divine Source thereof in 

every ſuch Place; they can be thought to imply no 
Dy Bother than the Work of an aſſiſted Mind, of a Will im- 


20 Eproveable by the Divine Aid, of the Divine Bleſſing 
we 4 N to accompany ſuch Exerciſes: As to prevent 
4 


iſunderſtanding, they abundantly elſewhere explain 
n, themſelves, in giving God the Glory of all: as may be 
een in the following Lines; which I here annex, not 
with Thoughts of vindicating the leaſt unguarded and 
offenſive Notion or Expreſſion, which may probably 
appear in divers celebrated Authors; but to _ a 
| atal 


co 


nee n 8 areſſe 
al Error of depreciating DIVINE GRACES 
OY be 4 great An Obſtacle to our final Hape 
ineſe——As in Limborch, Gratia Divina eft Prin 

. Prigre pus, & Complementum omnis Saluta 
14s Hani, ſiue gujus caaperatione nullum ſalutare bo 
num ue cogitare quidem, multo minus perjicere 700 
ms; IL. imb. Theolog. L. 4. c. I. . 15. Iaternd Vo, 


cario que fit per ſpiritum Dei, qui in corda homti 
num  influens ea Movet. Ibid. c. 12. f. 2. —Alſo inf 
Le Blanc. Theſes, Pro houis omnibus operibus uoſtri 
tenemur Deo Eratias agere, © aſſidue Dei Chriſtiqus 
aucilium & GRA PAM implorare, ut nos in Vis 
Satutis dirigat, &c. © We ate bound to give Goc 
e our good Works, and daily to implote 
the Affiſtagce and GR A CE of God = Chriſt, thay 
He may direct us in the Way of Salvation, and move}? 
and govern us with his Spirit, that we may be able tc 
do that which is pleaſing to him; This, he ſays -, 
© none that is not extremely wicked can diſapprove ” 
T hef. T heolog. de neceſſit. Gratie in ſtatu Nature lag Ft 
ſe, F. 12. After ſeveral Poſitions of this Subject exa- 8 
min'd, he declares, Ex illis que Theſibus hiſce fuſiu. . 
expofira ſunt, patet omnes I heologos in hac generally, 
 hefi conſentire, quod nihil ad verum pietatem pßerti 8 
nens, & Ster na Saluti conducens, ſine GRATI Chriſti ; 
auxilio fieri poſit: From all that I have ſet forth a 
large in theſe Theſes, it appears that a7 Divines agret 
in this general Point, that ot hing relating to true Piety 
and conducing to eternal Salvation, can be done with 
out the Help of Chriſt's GRACE”. IId. g. 20, 
—— ln the late pious and learned Archbjfhop 77//orſon'f ; 
Firſt Works; God's GRACE and Aſſiſtance i 
never wanting to the ſincere Endeavours of Men“: Yo 
1. Serm. 6. The Benefits derived and aſſured to u 2 
by the Sacrament, Sc. are (amongſt others, Cc.) thi 
GRACE and Afliftance of God's Holy Spirit, to en x; 
able us to perform the Condition”: Vol. 3. Serm. 
Make uſe of theſe excellent Means for the obtainin! * 
God's GRACE and Afliſtarice : 1bi4. Why ſhoulYY / 


10 


. 


f w] 
riſes 10 Haven attordimg to Ou bxcellent- 


er 4 Chriſtian hope to, receive further Affltance of 
15 od's GRA CE and Holy Spirit? » id. God 
Has not left us in this weak State in which Man is fal- 


en, but he affords us ſufficient Aids of his GRACE 
by Jeſus Chriſt for our Recovery : Sem. 10: To 
a vigorous Reſolution there malt be joined ah earneſt 
Application for his powerful GRACE and Aſſiſtance:? 
bid. © — Divine G RACE and Aſſiſtance, which is 
ever ready to be afforded to Minds fincerely beit to re- 


„Nrurn to God and their Duty“: Bil. C 0d has pro- 
75 ided an effectual Remedy againſt our natural Impo- 
zacltency by the GRACE of the Goſpel“: Mid. Af. 


Jiged by the mighty GRACE of God ”: Serm. 11. 
The GRACE and Aſſiſtance of God, when fintete- 
Wy ſought, is never to be deſpair'd of“: id. The 

continued Aſſiſtance of God's GR A CE neceſſary to 
keep up the Warmth and Vigour of our Reſblutions” : 
Did. The omnipotent GR ACE of God, which 
4% ubdueth the ſtouteſt Heart“: Ibid. Likewiſe in the 
4 aid Archbiſhop's Poſthumous Sermons; © —New 
> (Creature, its Change is wrought by the Divine Power“: 
„Lol. 4. Serm.5. © Tis ſpamefult Pelagianiſm to ſay, 

that we can of our ſelves turn to God“: Ser. 6. © The 
- aFScripture, which never robs God of his Glory, aſcribes 

Jour Converſion to ſeveral Cauſes; to the Holy Spirit, as 
Iche principal Author, Cc. to the Miniſters, as Inftru- 
ments, Cc. to the Word, as the Means, Sc. to our ſelves, 
"Was concurring ſome way in this Work, as we are ſaid to 
turn from our evil Mays, to and out Way, to 
Wake à new Heart, &c. God is the Principal; that all 

the reſt are nothing in Compariſon ; and we do well to 
aſcribe to him the who/e Glory of All, that 20 Fleſh 
may- glory in his Sight : All theſe cooperate ſome way 
M:towards our Converfion, but we affirm our ſelves to 
ha ve the leaſt Part in it; but if we could do nothing, the 
Exhortation about our working and endeavouring to 
„make new Hearts, is as fit for Stones as for Men“: Sex, 
ar: 7. Of © holy Reſolution, Cc. tis nothing but what 
with the GRACE of God aſſiſting, is in our Power; 


in 
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| 
| 
f 
| 
. 
. 
N 
i 


L xv1 } 
public Forms *, and according to the chief- 
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in vain indeed it is to preſs it, unleſs it was poſſible ”; 
Fol. 8. Serm. 10. The ordinary Influences of God's 
Holy Spirit upon the Mind, and the Neceflity thereof 
to perform the Condition of the Covenant: Vol. 10. 
Ferm. 12. Tis not injurious to the GRACE 
God, if we may be {aid to do any thing; tis a great 
GRACE of God to relieve our Impotence, that with- 
out it we ſhould be dead, and never able to recover out 
of our State; it does not deſtroy Nature, but frees: us 
from our Bondage, and enlarges our Heart; but if God 
did all, and we nothing, to what End are the Exhor- 
tations? Serm. 13. The Neceſſity of ſupernatural 
GRACE in order to make a Man a Chriſtian, ” (be- 
ing the Title and Subject of) Ser. 15. In Mr. 
Locke's Para phraſe, A Man who has no other Help 
but his own natural Faculties, how much ſoever improv- 
ed by his own Arts and Sciences, cannot receive the 
Truths of the Goſpel” : Paraph.in Cor. II. 14. My 
Sufficiency, my Ability to perform any thing, is who//y 
from God ©: id. in 2 Cor: III. 5. Nothing that they 
could do, contributed to bring them into the Kingdom 
of God in the Goſpel; it was purely the Work of 
GRACE; for they were all dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, and could do nothing, nor make one Step or the 
leaſt Motion towards it; Faich, which alone gained 
them Admittance, was the ſo/e Gift of God. —— As 
cenſurable in a Point or two as may be the late learned 
Whitby, in his Annotations, the like may be obſerved ; 
„The Sons of God which were born, Sc. of the Will 
of God by his Spirit ſanctifying us, for as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God“: 
Annot. in Fob. I. 12. Except a Man be renewed in 
his Mind, Will, and Affections by the . of the 
Holy Spirit, he cannot enjoy, Sc. Jbid. in oh. III. z. 
% No Man cometh to me, except the Father, c. by diſ- 
poſing you, Cc. draw him to believe and embrace m 
Doctrine, and li ve according to it” : 15:9. in Joh. VI. 44. Hat 
« All theſe Things belonging to this new Creation, this 4 
Change of our Affections, are of God ”: 7474. 2 Cor:Y.18. Na 

» « Oh God make clean our Hearts within us. Yu 

Take 


1 


[ vii ] 

Purport, at leaſt as to ſome Part, of 
almeſt every particular Prayer, for Divine 

race, fer ſome ſuitable Infiuence and Sup- 
port in our. Spiritual Warfare ; if at last 

an can ſtand alone by himſetf ; if accord- 
lng to a late moſt deplorable Corruption, 
ch. nſandtiſyd Reaſon muſt bear the Bell; if 
out $ec11290n Nature, how much ſcever ſunk and 
-userverted,. muſt. take place of the Holy Spi- 
"oY rit and Goſpel? A ſound. and well im- 
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ral rote Reaſon, where rightly underſtood and 
be ¶appily influenced, is doubtleſs the glorious 
Mr. . : 5 © . 2 an 4 
elp | Shut 


ov-MTake not thy Holy Spirit from us“ ; in the ſhort Eja- 
the Nculations before the firſt Collect. Repleniſh him 
My vith the GRACE of thy Spirit“, in the Prayer 
iy Hor the King's Majeſty. © Endue Them with thy Ho- 
y Spirit, enrich Them with thy Heavenly GRACE”, 
in the Prayer for the Royal Family. © Send down 
pon, Cc. the healthful Spirit of thy GRACE”, in 
the Prayer for the Clergy and People. That it 
may pleaſe thee to endue the Lords of the Council, and 
all the Nobility, with GR ACE, Wiſdom, and Under- 
ftanding ”, in the Litauy: To bleſs the Magiſtrates, 
giving them GRACE to execute Juſtice ”, Ibid. 
d; To give us an Heart to love and dread Thee ”, Cc. 
vill 72:4. © To give to all thy People GRACE”, Did. 
To endue us with the GR A CE of thy Holy Spirit, 
to amend our Lives”, Sc. id. Give us a due 
Senſe of all thy Mercies”, Ec. in the General T hankſ- 
giving: Give us GRACE that we may caſt off 
the Works of Darkneſs”, Cc. Coll. for the firſt Sunday 
in Advent. © Grant that we may perceive and know 
what Things we ought to do, and may have GRACE 
and Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame”, Firſt Sunday 
after the Epiphany, © Create and make in us new - 
and contrite Hearts”, Ec, Firſt Day of Lent. © Give 
Ius GRACE to uſe ſuch Abſtinence”, Sc. Firſt Sun- 


ake C day 


E | 
and diftineuiſhing Embellihnient of our Na. K. 
ture: But ſhall Reaſon, exchiſwe of the; 
chief Aſſiftance and Support thereof s ſet up 
in oppoſition to the myſt conſiſtent and ratio- 
nal Revelation ; to the moſt eligible Laws 
4 arc abſolutely. neceſſary for the Reftraint 
of the moſt injurious Excefſes and Impoſi- I. 
tions ; to the moſt reaſonable Evidences « 
the Divine Government, and a future Rec- 
koning ;- to the Hope of a Mediatorial Cum. 
paſſion under a Guilt inexpiable by meer Bu- U, 
mane Applications ; ſhall ſuch pretended; 
Reaſon, that is the myſt flaming Scandal to 
its Name, that is rather ranting and rav- 

| "4 22 


day in Leut. As by thy Spiritual GR A CE thou 
doſt put into our Minds good Defires”, Sc. Eaſter . 
Day. Grant that by thy holy Inſpiration we may Bj, 
think thoſe Things that are good ”, &c. Fifth Sunday 
after Faſter. © Grant us by the ſame Spirit to have a .. 
right Judgment in all Things“, J;4:r/1day. © Be- Vi. 
cauſe thro' the Weakneſs of our Nature we can do no V. 
good Thing without thee, grant us the Help of thy 
GRACE, that we may pleaſe thee”, Firſt Sunday 
after Trinity. Grant us the Spirit to think and do 
always ſuch Things as are rightful ; that we who cannot 
do any thing that is good without thee, may by thee be 
enabled to live econ to thy Will“, Ninth Sunday. 
Grant us ſuch a Meaſure of thy GR ACE, that we“, 
Sc. Eleventh Sumd. We pray that thy GRACE 
may always prevent and follow us, and make us conti- 
nually to be given to good Works“, Seventeenth Sund. 
* Grantus GRACE to withſtand the Temprarions ”, 
Sc. Eighteenth Sunday, © Grant that thy Holy Spi- 
rit may in all Things direct and rule our Hearts“, Nzne- 
teenth Sunday. © ſucline our Heafts to keep thy Law ”, 
Comiuumnion Service after each Commanainent. 


Ca ] 
ing than ; real Reaſon ; ſhall . this be 1 
4. Pumpoſition of goud Senſe, the attraftive Ar- 
Be fiele of any wiſe and knowins. Chriftidn 2. 
% bere is the Perſon of a well diretled Fude- 


nt, but muſs from his Heart abbor ſuch 
iſerable Jargon, that can only. ſuit the 
oft thoughtleſs and abandon'd Libertines, 
ho are Strangers to a Dependance on the 
Supream Being ? Who may not as well think. 
bey may enjoy Natural Life without Breath 
r without. Food, or reſtore ſuch Life that 
's loft without the ſame Power that gave 
eat; as gain or recover the leaſt Spiritual 
Lise or e wit hout 24. — Breath-. 
inge of aſſiſting Grace ꝓ Where was it ever. 
1, =o = ws dead Man ever raiſed him- 
ou? How wwould the crucify d Body of our 
er Wavieaur have continued in the Grave to the 
ay Waſt, if the Divine Nature had not under- 

2 Faten its Releaſe ? and bot long would + 
ze. ch as are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
no Wie in their Miſery, unchanged and unrevid- 
d, were they denied the chief Remembrance! 
IHow ſoon would the common Machines have 
done going, where is no Hand to wind up 
the Springs and Meigbts? And tho our no- 
„e Frame, that is a thouſand Times more 
E excellent than all the mechanical Inventions 
ef humane Art, where is an unceaſing Spring 
„ef Thought and Motion, during Life here, 
i- Nas well as after the Diſſolution of the out- 
*- ward Man; yet in point of any ſpiritual 
Ca | Di / 


[ xx ] 
Diſpofitions ſince the Degeneracy of our Na- 
ture, what Fainting and Decay, as in the 
Ceſſation of a natural Pulſe, where the Fa. 
ther of Spirits and of Grace, of Life and 
Light, refuſes help * How can we expert 
that the Incenſe of Praiſe and Service can 
meet with Acceptance, if unperfumed with 
a Senſe of our cn Weakneſs ; and with a 


ſerious Reliance” on redeemine Mercy, for fo 


ſuch ſuitable Aid as may Promote an accep- 
table Diſcharge of our Duty, as well as for 
the Favour of Acceptance? And how inca- 
pable ſhould we be of commanding or attain- 
ing Succeſs in our own Name and Strength, 
as Sampſon '* was when the Prop of his 
Strength was gone * May not we then re- 
ceive the like Alarm, as ſo mighty'a Per- 
ſon left unto himſelſ, the Philiſtines be upon 
thee, Sampſon * ? How diſabled and lf 
would a Perſon be, if the Caſe of Saul was 
to be verify d againſt him, that God was 
departed from him ©? JWhere could the 
Help of enfeebled Reafon, of a blaſted Hepe, 


come in, that leaces the Divine Influence] 


and Favour out of the Oueſtion ? 

- YET as high Ffteem as ſome may pro- 

feſs for the Divine Aſſiſtance, to clear up 

their future Hope ; how ſhort at laſt will be 

rhe Supply, if unſought, or miſimproved : 

when tho it is own to be moſt valuable, 
yet 


2 Fudg. XVI. 20. | © x Sam. XXVIII. 16. 
Did, yer. 18. 2 
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a. het is not thought worth acking,” may it not 
hee charged upon them, that they ſcarce 
. hint it worth receiving ? Can ſuch as prize 
naſſit as the greateſt Fewel, think they can 
eftftake too much Pains for it? and will the. 
an Almighty part with that which is of ſo 
'thBhigh a Value, if only eſteemed at a lower 
Rate? or were the freeſt Aſſiſtance, the beſt 
for of Armour, at hand, where would be its 
p- Service if laid by? How could we expett 
fer a Victory in the Day of Battle, if we left it 
:a-Ybebind us ? What Advantage would the E- 
in- nemy get, if we fought without our Wea- 
rb pon? Or ſhould we take no Pains to exer- 
N ciſe our ſelves in the Uſe thereof, how ſhould 
e- e be as David with Saul's Armour, much 
to ſeek in their Application: Should we 
on neglect our Duty, how may Satan engage us 
oft when we are unprovided ; as were the Peo- 
as plc of Iſrael, when their Enemy was about 
as them, that there was no Sword nor Spear“, 
ge no Preparation of any account for a ſuitable 
„Encounter? And the longer preſent Vant- 
co ties retard our Regard to the Means and 
Ofers of Grace, ſo much the more Ground 
-e loſe : that it would then be with us, in 
1pMrclation to our Souls Enemies and our own 
be Spiritual State, as with the Houſe of Saul 
and David ©; as the one grows ſtronger and 
, Iſtronger, the other muſt grow weaker and 
et weaker ; 


5. 0 1 Sam. XVII. 39. '.- 62 Son. IE x 
1 Sam. XIII. 22. | 
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weaker; at there would. be ſo much the 
greater Diſinclination to Duty, and the leſs 
Aiſtance from. dbuve 1 remove it. Who 
then that would carneftly defure the. Satiſ 
fact ion of being: bleſs'd with the conquering 
and governing Power of Divine Grace, with 
a-real Feeling of Spiritual Work upon his 


ing in the Paths of Virtue, againſt all the 


Snares and Interruptions of this World ; to 


Heart ; to retain his Integrity, and ſtand-l| 


calm and compoſe all within; to proceed} 


with g well diſpoſed and unſhaken Mind, 


with Delight and Hape, to the End of his 
Race, under the Perſuaſion ef the chiefeſtl 


Returns ;\zwould not have it much upon bis 
Mind to keep cloſe to bis Maker and Sa- 
ejeur ; making Conſcience of daily ſerious 
Addreſſes to Heaven, of ſteadiiy watching 


over. himſelf, ef applying the ſeveral Talents 
and Seaſons of Divine Favour, according to 


their ſeveral. Obligations : which as it 1s 
the End of the following Subjett, ſo of theſe 
and a few other Improvements in this Edi. 
tion; I myſt humbly and heartily wiſh it 
may pleaſe the Almighty to wouchſafe the 
ſaid moſt deſirable Efett. 


es 0 * A de. G 
Future State, &c. 


oo W. undiſcernable and unſup- 
* \ porting ſoever the Divine Diſ- 
A penſations may ſeem to unob- 
SER ſerving and unſanctified Minds; 
t may be ſaid of ſuch, as of thoſe. 
nder a Want of perfect Sight, they ſee Men 
di. Trees walking * ; yet where there are 
Hearts well-diſpoſed to attain a ſuitable, 
he Tonception, following the Clue with all 
s rougheſt and moiſt crooked Lines to the 
nal Iflue, and taking Notice of the wind- 
g up thereof, they will find a ſufficient 
reaſure of the moſt inſtructive and reviv- 
g Obſervations : Such as are preſented 
> our View in the State of 70h; who 
ho' he was in the moſt ſhocking Manner 
ſtript 


4 E | 
* Mark VIII. 24. 
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ſtript of bis Poſſeſſions and Family; tho' ou 
he was moſt miſerably taunted at by his fo 
chiefeſt Friends, from whom he might have 
expected ſome comforting” Pity; tho' his 
Life itſelf was moſt ſharply ſtruck at, and 
he laid under ſuch direful Pains and Diſ- 
treſs, that he declared, I am made to poſ- 
ſeſs Months of Vanity, and weariſome Nights 
are appointed to me. I am full of toſſmgs to Mes 
and fro, &c. and upon the whole he found, ue 
Thou writeft bitter Things againſt me Nh. 
Yet after all this, he was not beat offſto 
from his chiefeſt Proſpe&, having this deep 
Perſuaſion, I know that my Redeemer liv- er 
eth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter o, 
Day upon the Earth. And though after" 
my Skin, Werms deſtroy this Body, yet in ol 
my Fleſh ſhall T ſee God (Job XIX. 25, Ne 
26); Words importing his Expectation n- 
of an happy Future State, and the glori- 
ous Source thereof in the Work of a Re- 
deemer ; as Pool ſays © moſt Interpreters 
both ancient and modern have thought. 
to be the Senſe thereof ©: And indeed with-· 
| | | out WY 
fob VII. 3, 4. 1 Þ 7b XIII. 26. mg 
The Interpretation of Grorius, amidſt other Ob- i 
ſervations, conſiſtent therewitb. ' Tis happy that this,. 
learned Hand has given us what He judges to be the 2 
true Senſe of the Paſſage; for it ſhews that no juſt In- 
ter pretation or Tranſlation can be given of theſe Words 
which will exclude the Notion (thereof): His own 
Senſe, according to the Original, is ſo far from ſhutting 
out this Notion, that it can hardly be made agreeable FF * 
with any thing elſe”, Ziſhop Sherlock's Uſe and Int 
tent of Prophecy, Diſſert. 2. | 


| LW :-- 5 
ut the greateſt Strain they muſt” imply, 
ſomething farther than the Hope of a tem- 
yoral Deliverance; ſuch as he then ſeems 
ed to be a Stranger to; ſaying*, My; 
Days are paſt, my Purpoſes are hroken. 
A; and © if 1 wait, the Grave is my; 
ouſe.; and e though. he ſlay me, yet will 
put my Truſt in him: And in the Ver- 
es preceeding, he expreſſes himſelf with 
uch an important Wiſh, as is beyond 
he Concern of this Life, as is requiſite 
o be noted for ever: And hy per- 
cute ye him, ſeeing the Root of the Mat- 
er is found in him, a Principle of Regard 
o, and Hope in his God, which raiſed his 
ind to ſome further Views after his Diſ- 
olution here; an Hope which would not 
e left unconſidered: Since not only at the 
nal Reſurrection, according to the Addi- 
ion in the Septuagint at the End of the 
ook, tho not in the Hebrew, tis ſaid he 
hall riſe again with thoſe whom the Lord 
ball raiſe *; and from his being aſſured there 
vas a living Redeemer, he ſhall hereafter ſee 
rod in his Fleſh, nothwithſtanding its be- 
g then ſo near a Diſſolution ; but alfo, as 
implied in his Reliance on a Redeemer, 
e could not queſtion the previous Viſion 


of 


oh XVII. 11. Fb XIII. 15. 
d ver. 13. | | d — XIX. 28. 
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of the Glory above with his Soul, whichÞz/ 
was then and ever would be out of the A 
Reach of Mortality; that if in his Body 
chen _cetainly with that which muſt aniY{c 
mate it, as well before as in the Re-unionfſg 
therewith, he ſhall fee God. In which 
Words, I ſhall nes a the following tl 
ary] | h 


tg ts; 


1 Tur perilous by periſhable State of 
0 Men, in common with other 
here, as being liable to a Diſſolutionſſ is 
to thoſe Trials and Decays Whiciflr 
ond thereto ; After my Kin, Worm: 
by this Bod 

ES expoaed ha happy Change afte 
this Life ; in my Fleſh ſhall T ſee God 
u. TAE — of ſuch Happineſ; 
the known Certainty of a Redeemer 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, &c 
IV. Tus Influence of this Belief, in ou 
unmurmuring and found: Dependance 
Eſteem and Submiſſion, agreeable t. 

ſuch an hopeful Profpeck. 05 


I. Tur State of good Men, in commoi 
with others here, as liable to a Diſſolu 
tion, to thoſe numberleſs Trials and Decay 
which lead thereto. 'T his is ſo eſſential to all, 
that the Expreſſion is ſeldom left unveri 
fied, tby * hall hang in doubt about thet, 

l 
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and thou ſhalt fear Night and Day, and 
ich- hou ſhalt. have no Aſſurance of thy Life : x 
the And tho Men may fear, where there is 1 
Fear *, that divers Dangers may be dre 
Iſed up and magnified by weak and un- 
JEM» Fancy; yet ſome firſt or laſt, there 
Iwill be to ſnap this Thread of Life aſunder; 
that according to the Prophet Jeremy e, 
he that fleeth from Fear ſhall fall into a 
Pit, and he. that getteth out of the Dis, 
all be taken in a Snare; or, as it is ſaid 
of Sailing ©, ſo of our ſojourning, that. it 
is mow dangerous. Our Life may be fitly 
reſembled to a Dream*, wherein we may 
promiſe our ſelves Security, which in our 
waking Reflections we may be ſure is as 
unattamable, as the reaching of the Sy on 
vonder Hills, that Children flatter . 
ſelves with; or rather we are as feoift 
Ships © under Sail, liable to be caſt the 
next Storm, or Wave, upon the Rocks or 
Sands: And amidſt all the moſt artful 
and uſeful. Meaſures: for Self- preſervation, 
there will be a Time when the Pins of the 
Fabrick will be looſened, and the Taper 
will burn dim : Nothing being found more 
true, than that there is an univerſal Debt 
payable to the Laws of Mortality, either 
in Tout”, „ or in full Strength, or in a goa 
D 2 
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| 77 Ae * or the like; ſuch as neither the 


ther the Valour of an Alexander or a Ce- 


£2 


Strength of à Goliab or a Sampſon; nei. 


neither the Beauty of Abſalom, nor 
the Riches of Craſus; neither the Meek 
neſs 'of Moſes, nor the Patience of Fob ; 
neither the Cunning of Acbitopbel, nor the 
Wiſdom of Solomon; in ſhort, no Property 
or Station, can exempt from ; ' a Difpen- 
ſation; which it hath pleaſed God to allot 
for his own Glory, and Man's Improve: 

ment and Happineſs. 

As be hereby makes the Glory of his 
Sovreignty to appear ; ſince 'as/a Floriſt 
in his Garden crops what Flower or Bud 
he pleaſes ; ſo he at his Will removes his 
People. He being the Infinite Founder 
char has built all Things * throughout the 
Univerſe, he hath Liberty to take down 
any Part of his own Building, and as Ar- 
biter Vite, to diſpoſe of the Materials as 
he -ſees requiſite : and as he declares © 
May I not do what I will with my own ? 
end, he may fairly ſay, 1 kill and I make 
alive, neither is there any that can deliver 
out f my Hand; behold he taketh away, 
and who can binder and who will ſay unto 
him, What doft thou Yea, He multiplieth 
Wounds without Cao * without being o- 


bpliged 


2 Genef. XXV. 8. Dent. XXXII. 39. 
» Helr. III. 4. ob IX. 12. 
* Mat. XX. 15. | * Ibid. ver, 17. 


bliged to aflign the Cauſe thereof; other- 


alſo he takes Occaſion to make the Glory 
of his AIEſufficiency and Mercy to ſhine out 
in his Peoples behalf; as he frequently 
aſſiſts them in unwinding the greateſt 
Difficulties, and out-riding the blackeſt 
Storms, before their final Diſſolution, as 
well as in the Iſſue thereof: 1 
ſignally found in the reſtoring Meaſures of 
this Life, as well as what may be after 


Geneſ. II. 17. 1 Cor. XV. 22. 
b Acts XXVIII. 5. 
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expected ; and as Hezekiah, when under 
the greateſt Diſtreſs as to Tay, I reckoned 
from Morning to Evening thou wilt make 
an End of me © and particularly David, 
when encompaſſed by his Enemies, that 
there ſeemed to be no room for Help from 
Man, then God was pleaſed to call off 


the Enemies another Way * : In the great-| 


eſt Pinch of Danger, the ſupporting Arm 
of the Almighty appears With a greater 
_— Di | 
Tut ſeveral Strokes of Mortality are 
further allotted for Man's Improvement 
and Happineſs; to diſentangle us from 
our fond Reliance on this World, to purge 
and file off our Droſs, and make us ſeri- 
guſly think where we arc going: as in the 
Prophet *, 7 will cauſe you to paſs under 
the Rod, and bring you into the Bond of 
the Covenant. Were nothing in the Way 
to imbitter our preſent. Enjoyments, our 
outward Man, that is ſo nearly ally'd there- 
to, would be ready: to look upon them in 
a magnifying Light, and to reliſh them 
with too high a Guſt : And the more it 
ſets by them beyond their proper End and 
intrinſic Value, ſo much the leſs Eſteem 
there would remain to be allowed for bet- 
ter Things. Whilſt every thing looks 
ſmooth and gay, uninterrupted with the 

Cir leaſt 
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1 
leaſt Appearance or Alarm of Miſchief, we 
are ready to ſay *, Surely the Bitterneſs of 
Death is paſt; and I have need of nothing; 
but when the Pleaſures and Hopes of the 
World are thrown down; when Friends 
and Helpers drop off, as complained of; 
when they have forgotten us; or are igno- 


rant of us, as Abraham ; when Fathers 


and Mothers forſake us; and when tho 
it be better with us than with the Pſal. 
miſt *, there be ſome inclined to have Pity, 
yet ſtill Refuge failed ; how glad would 
we be that the Lord would 7ake us up ? 
How glad to repair to the Fountain-head, 
upon finding every Stream here to run dry: 
As the Woman that had ſpent her All 
for a Cure to no Purpoſe®, could not but 
rejoice to think there was & Saviour at 
hand to help her. As unwilling as before 
we might be to look out for the Divine 
Aid, as Foab was to haſten to Abſalom ; 
yet when the Fire of Affliction is about us, 
we ſhall ſoon be ſent, as Foab was when 
his Field was on Fire', to the Maſter that 
calls. As much as we may be preſumed 
to think, that theſe Things may, as Da- 
ids Servants to Nabal ©, be a Wall to us 
by Night and by Day; how often may 


they 
1 Sam. XV. 3% | f Pſalm XXVII. 10. 
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they. be SPS. MOVE of Miſchief inſtead of i0 
Shelter, as the Wall of -4phek proved to 0 
the Syrians *, and the Tower. 1 Siam 
to others; that they might have an Eye 
upon a better Sanctuary. How often does c 
our Supream Father think it requiſite to 
let his People be near falling out of his 
Arms, as Parents may their Children, to 
make them cling the cloſer 2 How often 
does he ſtrike them, as others may their 
Links, to make them appear the brighter ? 
How does he ſufter theſe Weather-beaten 
Veſſels to be paſt careening and repairing, 
and the Storms to riſe thick, that we may 
in earneſt © cry, Save us, Lord, we periſh. 
ver whilſt there is this inevitable Jeo- 
pardy in this State, this is the Joy of 
God's People, that there is elſewhere a 
Remedy to be had ; which leads me to the 


I. Tar expected happy Change: the $ 
Worms deſtroy this Body, yet their All 
will be one Day ſafe; that they ſhall not 
fail to /ee God. as with their immortal 
Soul, ſo even with that Fleſh which now 
muſt be diflolved, when hereafter rejoined 
thereto. And indecd as on the one Side, 
what Viſion of the divine and ſpiritual Be- 
ing could Matter have, when never ſo exact- 
ly collected at the Reſurrection, if unanimat- 
ed with a living Soul: ſo on the other 


Side, 


* 1 Kings XX. zo. art. VIII. 25. 
» Luke XIII. 1, 2. | 
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f Side, what Refuge would it be to a Perſon 
leparted, to think there may be ſome long 
nterval of an entire Ceſſation of Life, 
ill the Time of the Reſurrection : when 
f the whole of our Nature was to be 
nſenſible till the Reſurrection, the Diſ- 
ance of the Interval would be as unper- 
civable, as if ſuch were to be the next 
oment reſtored to Life. 
I THAT there is ſome State ſucceedin 
he Expiration of our preſent Life, 04 
onſequently a Degree of Happineſs en- 
oyable by good Men when removed, may 
de diſcoverable by the univerſal Voice and 
ight of Nature; a Truth which has 
one through the darkeſt Mixtures of 
rror; Which, as auſtin Martyr * ex- 
reſſes, not only our own Prophets and 
eachers have declared, but other wiſe 
Men, not only Poets, but Philoſophers”, &c. 
hich has for its Support according to Se- 
neca *, a general Conſent amongſt Man- 
Kind ”; or as Twly ©, the © Conſent of all 
Nations; ſuch as all Men expreſs ſome 
oncern about ©: Something hereof is im- 
ply'd in their Poetical and Hiſtorical De- 
{criptions ; the particular Circumſtances of 
which, tho often very romantick, yet ma- 
nifeſt a general Expectation of ſome Re- 
turns on the other Side the Grave - As in 
lome of the puniſhing Kind, from whence 


E may 
* Zuſt. Mart. ad Grecos cohortat. p. 2. 
> Senec. Epiſt. 117. Tuſcul. &. L. 1. * Ibid. 
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may be inferred others of Happineſs ; Mr 
that of Sy/ephus being in another WorlWor: 
rolling a Stone up Hill; Ixion's turning if 


ad 


round a Wheel; the Danaides filling 
Veſſel full of Holes, and the like: and 
much more witneſs their Thoughts of Hap. 
pineſs itſelf; as to their Eùyſian Fields 
their celeſtial Entertainments and Employ: 
ments, as in Virgil, &c. or as Diodorus & 
culus * mentions the Greeks copying afte 
the Fgyprians, as to their future pleaſant 
Meadows, their purling Streams: Alſo thei 
Notions of thouſands being ferry d over it 
a Boat into another World, according tf 
Juvenal The like Perſuaſion is implied 
in their putting into the Hands or Mouths 
of their dead Corpſes, for the Satisfaction 
of the Ferriman tranſporting them, in or- 
der to appeaſe ſome expected Wrath, aſl 
Clhuver mentions from Hrabo“; and thei 
Care, according to Falerius Maximus 
in applying to their Gods for a ſafe Ha- 
bitation in the Plutonich Dominions ; asf 
likewiſe in their ſcattering the Aſhes of 1 
the Martyrs, as Euſebius ſpeaks of *, to cut 
off all Hopes of living again; thereby im- 
plying they feared there was a Poſſibility 
thereof. And tho' there might be then, as 
well as now, ſome few Sceptics, who are 
| ready 


el 


= Diodor. Sicul. Lib. l. + 
„ Atquenna tranſire Vadum tot millia cymba. Sat. 2. 
Cluver. de Antiq. German. L. 1. c. 32. 3 
4 Vater. Max. L.2.c.6. © Hiſt. Eccleſ. L. 5. c. I. 
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-ady with Pliny; as Lactantius obſerves *, 
o reckon amongſt Things impoſſible a Re- 
|Woration after Death; they ſhew their 
nV iſhes more than their real Thoughts: 

ere could be none who duly conſidered 
nlan's Nature, and the Divine Providences, 
ho could be entirely diveſted of all No- 
sons relating to Futurity : An Horace, 
hen ſpeaking out his real Mind, acknow- 
Mages there was ſomething within us, in 
a; Species and Extractioy, diſtin& from 
our corporeal State, which he calls his 
Divine particulam Aire * : and Zuvenal, 
"Wat there is in our Breaſt a daily Witneſs 
to f our Life ©, teſtifying thereby how ac- 
(Mountable we ſhall one Day be to a Su- 
rcme Being. And much more moving 
ure the Sentiments of the fage Moraliſts, 
r. ho, tho they ſometimes, for want of Re- 
a elation, may ſpeak more ; faintly of future 
1Woncerns, yet at other times they diſcover 
e greateſt Hope. As in Seneca*, © Tis 
ur Intereſt to examine the Eternity of 
Puls, yea, and to believe it : In ano- 
xþ Per World * © there will be neither Night 
th for Shadow: The ſame Author aſſerts 
- Socrates, that thro' the poiſoned Cup 
Ne was tranſlated from Priſon to Heaven“ 
5 {gain he ſays *, Let us live in our 
(+ ] E 2 Bo- 
'l ; ; Lactant. Io Jo © 22. Pin. L. 2. 6. J. K 6 55. 

> Serm. Lib. 2. Sat. 2. 


Nocte Dieq; ſuum geſtare in pectore Teſtem.Sat.13, 
g * Senec. Epiſt. 102. © Efiſt. 32. * Epiſt. 67. 
Moral. Sir Rog. Lefirange, k 265. 
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Bodies, as if we were to lodge in then 
and were to leave them to Morrow ”; n 
ting a Subſtance within us, which up 
leaving the Body was to depart to a 
other State; and © to die ſooner or late 
is not the Buſineſs, but to die well, f 
Death brings us to Immortality : th 
at another time he may expreſs himſelf | 
more doubtful Terms, If what Me 
have ſaid be true, and there is a Place 
receive us after Death, to which go 
Men are advanced when they die; a 
again, Mors aut nos conſumit, aut emitt| 
Death either deftroys us, or ſends us to al 
other Place. Thus Plutarch, tho' oi 
while he may be leſs aſſured in ſaying 
** If the Soul exiſts after Death, tis mc 
reaſonable that it ſhould receive Rewarl 
and Puniſnments ; and © © if the Sayin 
of ancient Poets and Philoſophers be tru 
as probably it is, that good Men aft 
Death are exalted " : yet elſewhere 

makes no Demur to aſlert *, that © as li 
tle Converſe as Mens Souls whilſt in thi 
Body have now with God, ec. yet upd 
their being diſmiſſed from the Body, the 
go to the pure, inviſible, and impaſfſibl 
State, where God is their Ruler, and the 


behol$ 
* Moral. Sir Rog. Leſirange, p. 266. 
d Eyiſt. 65. c Eypiſt. 24. : 
s Hlutarch. de his qui fero puntuutur. 5 
8 Conſolat. ad Apollon. 8 
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behold him with unutterable Pleaſure ” 5 
and they then enjoy continual Sunſhine” 
and ſpeaking of his little deceaſed Child, 
ſays „ She is departed to a Place where 
is no Sorrow; and the like of other 
Children, © they are tranflated to a bet- 
ter and more divine Place © ; again, 
'M © This preſent Life is a Place of the Soul's 
Combat, which when it hath finiſhed, it 
receives according to its Performance there- 
of: And he gives us the Opinion of others, 
u that © © at laſt Mankind Mall be happy, 
neither wanting Food, nor caſting a Sha- 
all dow ”".—'To the like Purpoſe Xenophon *, 
0 © The Mind, when Man goes hence, would 
y be H vn moſt wiſe 5 and ſpeakin 8 of 
Cyrus's Soul being hereafter, declares *, 
WM © If theſe Things be fo, as I do think they 
are :—Likewiſe as unaſſured thereof, as 
Antoninus ſeems to be in the Expreſſion ®, 
MK Death is attended either with Extinction 
or Tranſmigration ; yet in another Place, 
i he ſpeaks of the Soul ſurviving the Body i, 
And how divided ſoever Cicero him- 
of felf may be thought in his Conception of 
© Futurity, where perſonating others, yet 
he ſufficiently diſplays his own favourite 

Hopes 5 


Plutarch. Conſolat. ad Apollon. 

* — Conſolat. ad Uxorem. < Ibid. 

| f ae his qui ſero puniuntur. 

R 4e Iſide. 

| f . 

+ Kuggnaud. a Ibid. 

* Antonin, L. 7. G. 32. : Ibid. L. 4. J. 21. 
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Hopes; as, If I am in an Error in be- 
lieving that the Souls of Men are immor- 
tal, I am pleaſed therewith, and will ne- 
ver, as long as I live, be beaten out of it**; 
likewiſe, © None ſhall drive me from 
the Hope of Immortality; and, © I 
know not what kind of Prize they have 
gained, who have perſuaded themſelves to 
believe, that when Death comes, they ſhall 
utterly periſh ; and as he was drawing 
towards his latter Days, he ſays „ I am 
departing from this Lite as from an Inn, 
not from my Home ; implying, he reckon- 
ed the Place of another Life his Home ; 
and ſpeaking of Plato, Socrates, Pytha- 
goras, &c. he breaks out into this Rap- 
ture ©, © Oh bleſſed Day, when I ſhall get 
away from this Rout and diſagrecable Mix- 
ture here, and go to my pious Friends“; 
and © I believe, ſays he *, that my Friends 
that were removed hence are ſtill alive, 
and that they only live the Life which de- 
ſerves the Name of Life“; and being per- 
ſuaded of Cato's Future State, he writes *, 
** His Soul did not deſert me, but looked 
back upon me, and ſo no doubt is gone 
to that Place where he knows that I my 
ſelf am to come hereafter ”"; and he is ex- 


preſs 


a Cicero de Senectut. | © Ibid. 

0 Tuſcul. O. 1. FI bid. 
© Ibid. | bid. 
Ae Senett. 
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preſs *, that ** the Souls Of all are immor- 
tal How eminent for the like Per- 
ſuaſion was Socrates and Plato, as the lat- 
ter fully repreſents of the former; ſaying ®, 
e I ſhall hereafter be with Orpheus, 
Heſiod, and Homer; and further *, ** who 
would not give all he had in the World 
for a Conference with him who led the 
Armies againſt Troy, or with Ulyſſes, &c. 
theſe Men are infinitely more happy than 
we, and inveſted with Immortality“; 
and in another Place *, © I hope to go to 
good Men“; alſo*, the Souls never pe- 
riſh, being ſpiritual” ; and * Men ſhall 
ſurvive after Death, and the Souls of dead 
Men ſhall remain; likewiſe © the Soul 
being Partaker (of ſome Reſemblance) of 
the Divine Nature, is incorruptible”. And 


| as in Tull *, we have Socrates ſpeak- 
ing, I have great Hopes it ſhall be well 


with me: and as he ſays of him *, that 
* He believed that the Souls, upon depart- 


| ing from their Bodies, went two different 


Ways ; the Souls of the Virtuous to a Place 
of Happineſs ", Gc. And how does Plato 


| himſelf * declare, © theſe Things are no- 


thing in Number and Greatneſs to thoſe 


that 
a De Legibus, L. 2. : oo 
b Plat. Apolog. | n Tuyſcut, O. L. 1. 
© Ibid, E i Ibid, * 
Plat. Phæd. Plat. de Re ublio. 
© Ibid. 99 
f Ibid, 
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that do attend Man after his Death ”: 
Then, as he elſewhere argues „ there 
is a good Prize, and a great Hope 
And what ſtrong Conviction did Plato's 
Notions of Immortality produce in Cleom- 
brotus *, not to mention another noted 
Perſon, 'that he wilfully diſpatched him- 
ſelf, the ſooner to attain a future Happi- 
neſs; tho' without conſidering that ſuch 
unwarranted Raſhneſs, as much as it would 
haſten a Tranſlation to another World, 
would, in Caſe of a Capacity to know and 
weigh the Offence, where could be noRepen- 
tance, irretrievably Diſtance from its Ton 
— Simplictus likewiſe mentions a Re- 
leaſe of the Soul from the Body ©”: and its 
being © removed from this Den, where 'tis 
now detained ". Diogenes Laertius 
was no leſs perſuaded that © the Soul 


is of an immortal Nature: And he af. 


ſerts of Thales, that he affirmed the ſame: 
as alſo of Zeno, that the Soul remained 
after Death uncorrupted ”. The like 
in Phocilides*, the Soul is immortal, and 
never grows old“. Of the ſame kind 
was Empedocles's Notion *, That “ the 


Soul hereafter ſhould live with other im- 


mortal Þ 


2 _ in Phed. e in Vit. 
Tul. Tiſcul. O. L. I. in Zeno. 


e Simplic. in Epictet. . E Phocild, Aimontt, 
| n Clem. Strom. L. 5. 
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mortal Beings *, implying thereby its own 
immortal Nature. As alſo that of 
Manilins *, © Can it be doubtful that the 

Soul returns to Heaven“. And that 
of Tfocrates ®, Tho' you have a mortal 
Body, your Soul is immortal”, And 
of Sallnfft ©, © Souls are rational and im- 
mortal: and * tis neceſſary that they 
be immortal, to know God ; for nothing 
that is mortal, can know that which is 
immortal. Pythagoras thought *, 
that “ if upon leaving the Body you go 
to the free Æther, you would be as an 
immortal God, no more mortal ”.——Ta- 
citus was not without ſome Apprehen- 
ſion of the Soul's future Exiſtence, who, 
after the Deceaſe of his Father Agricola, 
ſays „ © If there be a Place for good Men 
de Death, and if the Sou] die not, in 


| Peace mayeſt thou reſt”, As much as 
| Ariſtotle, in ſome of his Writings, ſeemed 


to be a Stranger hereto, yet according to 


| the Teſtimony of Ariſtobulus, quoted by 
| Selden 5, © He being about to die, in- 
ſtructed his Diſciples concerning the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, of its Puniſhments 
and Rewards; and as Diogenes deſcribes 
him, © He held, that the Soul was car, 


F \ 1n- 


Manil. L. 4. Fytbag. Aurea Carm. 
d Hocrat. Orat. ad Ni-| Tacit. Vit. Agricol. 
coclem. 8 Seld. de ure Gent, 
© Salluft. philof. ae Diis Hebr. L. . c. 2. 04.14. 

S Mundo, p. 8. n Djog. Laert. in Vit. 
© Ibid, Ariſtor. 
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incorporeal ; of another Nature than that 
of the corruptible Body: And it is owned 
by Ariftotle himſelf *, the Soul Is im- 
paſſible and, unmix'd, mv 4 dwqs, unre- 
ceptive of the _ waſting Suffering, and 


Mixture of the Body. Even a Lucre- 
tits. could not ſtifle ? all Pain about a fu— 
ture Retribution. And a Porphyry 
could not forbear ſaying , that the Sou 
muſt put off whatſoever is material“. 
Its Immortality we find likewiſe aſſerted 
by Falerius Maximus * and Julius Ceſar *, 
as the current Perſuaſion of the Druids ; 
by. Fuller, of the old Britiſh - Bards *; 
by Pauſanias *, of the Chaldeans and In. 
dian Magi; by Confucins *, and Naveret \, 
of the Chineſe ; by Strabo*, of the Brach- 
maus; by Herodotus ', and Marſham v, 
of the. Egyptians of old; by Solinus n, and 
the ſaid Herodotus *, of the Thracians ;| 
by Yifſius , of the Pagans in general; 
and as by other Hands is obſervable, of 
the blinded Barbarians, the Cres; the 
moſt 

= Ariſiot. de Aniina, L.] ages, Vol. 1. L. 5. p. 

"Fe 188, 216, 
b Liicret. I.. 1. * Strab. IL. 15. 


c Ze Abſt. L. 1. Herodot. L. 2. 
d Vater. Max. I.. 2. c. 6. m Marſh, Can. Chron. 
e ul. Cel. as Bell. p. 269. 

Gall. L. 6. | n Solin. L. 10. 
f Fill. Ch. Hiſt. B.i.p.3. 1 „ Herod. L 4. 
* Panſan. Iſeſſen. v Voſſ. de Idol. L. I. 
h Conf. L. 3. par. 4. CD. 
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moſt illiterate Americans, as in Braftl *, 
and in Chili, &c. 52 E! L 

WHo indeed, tho unaſſiſted with Reve- 
lation, may not, under a divine Influence, 


be ſatisfied, even from a ſerious Obſerya- 


tion of their own Minds, that there is 
ſomething within diſtin& from a corporeal 
Subſtance; and conſequently not liable to 
a Diſſolution therewith. What a ſprightly 
Motion may not they find of Thought, 
as to be able to whirl round the Globe 
in a Moment ? Such as, according to a 
late Author, does outſtretch the Speed 
of Gunpowder, and diſtance Light and 
Lightning“; which no Duſt or Atom of 
Matter, amidſt the moſt volatile Qualities 
or Springs can arrive unto. Or what Pow- 
er have unanimated Atoms, any more than 
the common Duſt on the Highway, to 
conceive or put together a ſingle Word or 
Idea, much leſs the leaſt rational Propo- 
ſition and Concluſion * : or if a bare Ca- 
pacity to think or reaſon, may be thought 
an inſufficient Argument to demonſtrate a 
diſtin& Part within us, capable of ſurviv- 
ing our Body, becauſe even the brutal 
Species may have ſome faint Reſemblance 


F 2 there- 
* Teri: Hiſt. Navigat.| * Hiſt. Nichol. L.2.c.26. 
Braſil. c. 16. © Collier's Eff. 


d © ] am perſuaded, when (not only) ſo great is the 
Swiſtneſs of Thought, (but there is withal) ſo wonder- 
ful a Memory of Things paſt, ſuch a Foreſight of Things 
to come, ſo many Arts, ſuch extenſive Sciences, fo ma- 
ny Inventions ; that our Nature, which has a Capacity 


for theſe Things, cannot be mortal ”. Tull. de Senect. 
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thereof; we may ohſerve that there is no 
Compariſon, as to the Quality and Degree 
of ſuch Work and Power of Thought, 
even with reſpe& to the moſt common 
Subjects; and not the leaſt Reſemblance 
thereof, in relation to Eternity : The 
Hopes and Fears concerning another State, 
which are ſo deeply implanted in our Na- 
ture, and are inſeparable therefrom ; the 
Conſciouſneſs of a good or bad Life, and 
of our being accountable to ſome Supream 
Being; of which there are not the leaſt 
Tokens diſcoverable in Brute Creatures: 
ſuch as at Times find a Way through 
all the moſt artificial Diſguiſes and Di- 
verſions; who can poſſibly diſprove that 
they univerfally and unanſwerably pro- 
elaim a future Exiſtence? And the nearer 
Men are drawing to their End, how oft 
are theſe Impreſſions, notwithſtanding the 
Decay of their outward Man, ſo much 
the more ſtrong and lively , prenoting 
To ie ſome 
The Soul goes out of the Body, as Lightning from 


a, Cloud, becauſe tis never more clear in its Conception 
than when freed from Matter. Heraclitns. — Tis ob- 
ſerved of the late Earl of Rocheſter, that when Sickneſs 
had brought him ſo near Death, that he did not ex- 
pet to live an Hour, he ſaid, His © Reaſon was ſo full 
and ſtrong, that from thence he was fully perſuaded, that 
Death was not the Spending or Diſſolution of the Soul, 
but only a Separation of it from Matter“; His Life by 
Bp. Burnet. — This Alphonſus eſteemed the greateſt 
Argument of Immortality, that he © ſaw the Body and 
all its Parts decaying ; but the nearer Men drew to their 
End, the Soul did the more increaſe in Underſtanding 


and Virtue "3 Panormit. L. g. de Alphonſ. reb. geſtis. 
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come Survival after this Life; as thofe 
relating to future Happineſs, particularly 
mine out in the joyous Expectation of ſome 

good People at their approaching Diſſolu- 
tion; ſhewing how their Souls are u 
the Wing, as they are going to be releaſed 
from their preſent Confinement; tranſport- 
ed at the Liberty of flying to ſuch a Place 
and Company, as may adminiſter the moſt 
ſuitable and conſummate Satisfaction, ac- 
| cording to their ſpiritual Nature. 
Wno that withal, whether Stranger to 
[Revelation or not, does only ſurvey the 
[promiſcuous Returns, which in this Life 
are moſt frequently allotted, can admit a 
ſingle Thought of there being no Time 
and Place hereafter for any other Return: 
Since nothing can be more certain than that 
an infinite Deity is every where preſent, to 
| behold every Perſon and Circumſtance of 
Life; and that he cannot but proceed 
with unerring Wiſdom, Juſtice and Good- 
neſs; and ſince a Diſtinction of Treatment, 
according to Mens different Behaviour, is here 
very often omitted; can any thing in the 
| Univerſe more ſtrongly manifeſt the Neceſ- 
| tity of ſome future Account and Deciſion, 
and conſequently the Felicity of good Men 
| departed this Life ? Eſpecially as it muſt 
be acknowledged amongſt Mens different 
Stations and Talents, as Laban told Jacob, 
Theſe Cattle are my Cattle, and all that 
8 thou ſeeſt is mine; ſo all we have is a 
. Loan 


* Geneſ. XXX I. 43. 
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Loan and Truſt from the Almighty ; *ng8 fu 
that it is not poſſible that the preſent Ac fa 
commodations ſhould be allotted us foſſfl tl 
our Service, beyond all other Creatures in| b 
this lower World, without any Demand off t1 
Regard to our Founder; what can be d 
more evident than a Day of Reckoning iſ 0 
according to the different Improvements of 
the divine Obligations. 

Bur that a deciſive future State ther: 
will be, as to what the Soul upon leaving 
the Body will be tranſlated to, as well a; 
the Body, when raiſed and re-united there. 
to; ſuch as good Men may now unde 
the ſharpeſt Afflictions ſet down with thei 
moſt hopeful Expectation of; we may 
conſider what a ſatisfactory Account the 
facred Writings ſupply us with. 

Now as much as it muſt be granted, 
that Life and Immortality is brought ti 
Light by the Goſpel, it cannot imply that 
nothing hereof was diſcovered in the ſe 
veral Ages under the Old Teſtament ; as 
if every Degree of its Revelation was kept 
back to latter Days: Since tho all the pro- 
miſing Light of a Title to future Happinef,, 
whereſoever found, is owing to the bleſſed 
Work of Chriſt in the Goſpel : and tho 
the Glory of a full Manifeſtation, as to 
the Completion of its particular Circum- 
ſtances, was reſerved to the Time off 
Chriſt's appearing ; yet who is OY 1 

| ſuchf 
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ſuch as take Pains to interpret away every 
ſacred Line to their own Confuſion, againſt 
the moſt unconteſtable Truth; who elſe 
but may find a rich Vein of a divine Ex- 
traction, run through or couched under 
divers Texts, Phraſes, and Figures of the 
old Revelation, ſufficiently pointing out 
unto us another State. | 
IN that Expreſſion, Let us make Man 
in our 0wn Image *, there cannot be noted 
any Reſemblance in relation to our outward 
Man; ſince the Divine Being cannot be a 
corporeal Subſtance; for if he be, and yet is 
infinite, there can be no room in the Uni- 
| verſe for any other Body; and that he is 
infinite, and every where, as the Scripture 
relates, ſo is ſelt-evident, as his Preſence 
is every where neceſſary for the ſuſtaining 
every Part of the Creation, as well as for 
the firſt Formation thereof : the Reſem- 
blance muſt be therefore as to the Nature 
and Properties of an immaterial Soul, im- 
plying ſomething of a divine Image in us diſ- 
tin& from our Bodies, and accordingly that 
is not reducible to Duſt as our Bodies, which 
mult therefore ſurvive in another State. 
In the like diſtinguiſhing Character“ of 
God's breathing into Man the Breath of Life, 
and Man's becoming a living Soul : There 
can be nothing leſs implied than another 
#8 Subſtance, beſides that of the corporeal and 
—_ - periſh- 
b * Genel. 26. | » Ibid. IL 7. 
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periſhable Part; not as if it denoted onh 
Breath, for that was effential to every li 
ing Creature, as well as Man, without 
which there could be no Life; but here is a 
emphatical Repreſentation 'of Man, unap. 
plied to any Ther Creature: and by the 
Word Life in the Original, being in the 
Plural Number dn, Breathif Lives, it may 
'be obſerved; that when the Breath of tho 
animal Life i in Man was produced, it did 
not go alone without the ſpiritual Subſtance 
and Life. If with Breath here was nothing 
but the animating of the Body, why ſuch a 
ſignal Title annex'd as his becoming a is. 
#nf Soul, rather than that he ſhould become 
only a living Body, if here was not ſome- 
thing of another Nature, not copſiſting of 
diſſolvable Parts as the Body. By the 
immediate Diſpatch of Abel, after its be: 
ing owned he offered an acceptable Sacri- 
fice *, who can imagine that a merciful 
and holy God ſhould deſign an entire End 
of him ; as if all the Return of his righ- 
teous Care in worſhipping his God, ſhould 
be only to be ſlain by bis Brother, and no 
future Life and Kindneſs ſhould be allow- 
ed him. By Mens having begun. in the 
moſt early Days to call upon God , as 
there is implied the divine Inſpection, with- 
out which it would have been fruitleſ 
to call upon God; fo an Expectation of a 
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particular Remembrance, beyond what 
could be looked for where ſuch Homage 
is omitted: But where would be ſuch Re- 
membrance, if a declared Favourite muſt 
be for ever excluded therefrom 2—— Where 
God acknowledges that he rok Enoch *, 
that as it is elſewhere ® ſaid, he ſhould not 
ſee Death, tis granted that there is a fu- 
ture State for one of the Sons of Adam, and 
why not for others ? tho' they cannot 
arrive to it in the whole of their Nature 
the ſame way, becauſe one Part thereof 
muſt firſt paſs through the Vale of Morta- 
lity : But what of Enoch was there ta- 
ken, if his whole Nature had been diſſolv- 
ed into Duſt, entirely left and caſt away? 
The like is obſervable of Elijah, in his 
being tranſlated in a Chariot of Fire into 
Heaven ©, manifeſting another Life. 
Even the Name that was applied to Man- 
kind, in their being called, according to 
the common Speech, Souls, ſeems empha- 
tically to imply a diſtin& Part in us be- 
fides our Bodies: As when it is ſaid *, he 
Souls that came into Egypt, and Abra- 
ham took all the Souls he had to go to 


| Canaan : That Men ſhould thus be repre- 


ſented by their chief Part, tho' it cannot 
ſignify that ſuch were a diſtinct Species, 


and had no Bodies, yet that the Body, 


G how 
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how much ſoever ſet by, is not to be 
named the ſame Day therewith ; and 
could not conſtitute any Perſon without 
the animating and unperiſhable Part. 
Some other Places there are which there 
may be not more Streſs laid on, being at 
the firſt View probably interpreted for 
common Notes of Mortality, yet may be 
thought to make ſome Addition to the 
Arguments of a future Exiſtence ; as that 
of Abraham *, thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers 
in Peace ; but where would be his Fa- 
thers to go to, if all were nothing but 
Duſt and Aſhes 2 As that likewiſe * A. 
vrabam gave up the Ghoſt and died, and 
was gathered to his People Giving up the 
Ghoſt may be underſtood of a Perſon's dy- 
ing, as it is the Sign thereof, as the Ori- 
ginal yum is ſometimes tranſlated ; but 
ſuch a Senſe abſolutely taken, diſtin& from 
its being ſuch a Sign thereof, muſt be 
here unneceſſary ; where tis expreſly ſaid 
in the next Words Do and died; which 
then would be only as much as to ſay, 
Abraham died and he died; and the o- 
ther Clauſe, gathered to his People, if in- 
terpreted only the ſame way, it may be 
ſaid three times in the ſame Verſe, that 
he died: and what an Impropriety alſo 
would it be to ſay he was gathered to 


his 
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his People, were there none ſuch in Be- 


ing? The like may appear in that of 

Fofrah *, I will gather thee to thy Fathers, 1 
and thou ſbalt be gathered to thy Grave : 1 
where if both theſe Expreſſions denoted 
only his being gathered to the Duſt, as his ly. 


Fathers were, who may not difcern a Tau- wn 
tology s the firſt Phraſe may be therefore i» 
allowed to ſignify ſomething diſtin, his ; 
being conveyed to the better Place of his f 
Fathers, where they are now alive in Be- i 
ing. Of the like Import is the Expref- 4 
fion » of the Sou, of Rachel departing ; 
as the Original Nx82 notes its going from 
her ; ſo the Explication in the following 
Clauſe, for ſbe died, ſhews the Proof and 
Effect of ſuch departing, in the Soul's 
Diſ-union from the Body. —— But no- 
thing is more expreſſive of a preſent Ex- 
iſtence in another Life, than that in 
Exodus, I am the God of thy Fathers, 
© the God of Abraham, &c. the unanſwer- 
| © able Proof which our Saviour refers to“, 
| 
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| to manifeſt their being then alive: I AM 

| the God of thy Fathers, of fuch as had 
then a Being, and not only I was, or I 
ſhall be; as well as thereby to ſhew, that 
ſince their Souls were then alive, they 
may be ſatisfied they ſhall not always 
continue alone without a Re-union of their 
„ Bodies: 
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Bodies: This farther confirmed *, where 
the Repetition of this Title, God of your 
Fathers being united to I am that I am, 

tis ſaid this is my Name For ever ; imply. 
ing thereby their being the uncealing Mo- 
numents of - his invariable Favour : But 
what would avail his being their God 
far ever, or to what End are we told , 
that God. is not aſhamed to be thus called 
tbeir (rod, if there were no ſuch - Perſons 
then in being whom he might be the God 
of And however Jacab thought that 
Jalchh is not, and Simeon is not ©, what 
other Meaning could he have, than that he 
believed they thould no more be heard of in 
this Life, and not in the leaſt that they 
ſhould be no more hercafter. — And 
how does Jacob's State of Pil grimage * 
which he makes the whole of his Life, 
and- not only his ſojourning 1 in Egypt, as 
the like of other Patriarchs ©, contain no- 
thing leſs than a Note of a future reſting 
Place. Who may not further obſerve 
this great Truth of another Life in Mo- 
fes's Wiſhf, Oh that they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would con- 
ider their latter End ; if there were no- 
thing beyond this Life, how immaterial 
aud. it be whether they conſider their 
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End or not, when the End would be the 
ſame e As alſo is not improbable in the 


Command, Tale heed to thy ſelf, and. 
keep thy Soul diligently, the moſt precious 


Part. of our Nature, which requires the 


chiefeſt Care to improve; ſuch as being 
diſtinct from the corruptible Body, is in 
no Danger of a Diſſolution; yet ſuch as 
if unreminded of, and uninfluenced by the 
Divine Favours, will be in Danger of 
Miſery : As again, O that there were ſuch 
an Heart in them, that they would fear 
me always, that it might be well with 
them and with their Children for eder; 
tho for ever might be thought to be an 
undetermined long Succeſſion of Poſterity, 
why. may it not rather be ſaid, if they 
were not to live for ever after this State, 
how could their Welfare be for ever e as 
the like in that mentioned by Moſes of Ba- 
laam*, Let me die the Death of the Righ- 
teous, and let my laſt End be like bis: if 
the whole of our Being were to be finally 
finiſhed here, what Difference would there 
be between . the End of the Righteous 
and the Unrighteous, to require the leaſt 
Concern e 'The Bleſſing included in 
the Covenant * made with our firſt Pa- 
| rents ; in the Promiſe to Abraham, that 
all the Nations ſhould be bleſſed in him F 
an 
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and in the like Promiſe made to Jſaac *, 
and Jacob; in the Promiſe of Shiinb +, of 
a great Prophet ©; as ſuch might be con. 
ſidered in another View, as to the Founda. 
tion of our Hope; ſo how do they manifeſt 
the Subject of ſuch Hope, as to what may be 
hereafter expected: For what could be the 
Service of ſome peculiar Covenant to take 
away the fatal Effect of the Serpent's 
Temptation, if Man muſt only paſs his 
Time here under the frequent Frowns 
and Scourges of Heaven, and at laſt be 
irretrievably cut off from all Hopes of a 
future Remembrance 2 Or what Bleſſing 
would .it be to a Nations, for Abraham 
and his Poſterity to have ſome triumphant 
Proſperity in this World, if there were 
not ſomething to appear in the Line of 
that Family for the more extenſive Feli- 
city of Mankind 2 What an Eclipſe rather 
of a People's Satisfaction would it be, to 
be favoured with the moſt real Promiſe 
of ſome tranſporting Joy, and yet to be 
aſſured they ſhall never ſee the time 
wherein they may have the leaſt Share or 
Taſte thereof 2 How inevitable would be 
the Diſappointmevt, were ſuch. diſtant 
Bleſſings to terminate in this Life 2 And 
how unenviable would have been a State of 
Vaſſalage under ſome univerſal temporal 
Domi- 


»* Geneſ. XXVI. 4 | CGeneſ. XLIX. 10. 
» Ibid. XXVII. 14. « Deut. XVIII. 18. 


e 
Dominion? Or to what purpoſe would be the 
coming of Milob, the greateſt Prophet, if Man 
was not to be put into a more hopeful Way? 


And how many Types, at leaſt, as to this 
Source of future Bliſs, ſo of the Bliſs itſelf, 
do there ſhine out from the ſeveral ſignal 
Meaſures of Providence with relation to 
his People? Whether a further Confir- 
mat ion of Futurity, according to the Old 
Teſtament, may be likewiſe drawn from 
Saul's Ghoſt appearing *, tis not material 
to determine: Or whether when tis ſaid 
of the Widow of Zaraphath's Son, His 
Soul came unto him again, the Word may 


before departed, I here paſs over. 


ſingle Line or two in the Pſalms, how 
many indiſputable Aſſertions are there to 


tis {aid ©, in Death there is no Remem- 
brance of thee, and in the Grade who ſhall 
give thee Thanks, it can only ſignify the 
End of Man's Service in reſpect of this 


Life; not a Ceſſation of being and of all 


divine Exerciſe in gloritying God in an- 
other. And as much as elſewhere the 


Soul may ſeem to be deſcribed only as 
common Life, and as deſiroyable when 


Life is ſo, as, deliver my Soul from the 
Sword ; 


* 1 Sam. XX VIII. 1r. © Pſalm VI. 5. 
* 1 Kings XVII. 21. 


not ſufficiently note his real Soul being 


Whatever idle Sneer may be made at a 


teſtify the Pſalmiſt's future Views : When 
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Sword *; and ſhall he deliver his Soul from 
the Hand of the Grave * they are Forms 
of ſpeaking, noting a Concern about loſ. 
ing this preſent Life, whenfoever the Soul 
is diſunited therefrom : and not that the 
Soul itſelf is in Danger of the Sword 
or the Grave; but only the continued 
Union of the Soul with the outward 
Man, without which the preſent Life muſt 
ceaſe. How full and clear is the Pſal. 
miſt; Thou wilt not leave my Soul in 
Hell ©, thou wilt ſhew me the Paths 
Life, in thy Preſence is fulneſs of Fo, 
&c *. I will bebold thy Face in Righteo: 
neſs, and when I awake I ſhall be ſati|: 
fied therewith; I am here a Stranger 
with thee, and a Sojourner, as all my Fs. 
thers were *, ſhew ing his Expectation of 
a more abiding Place: and h T walt 
in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, | 
will fear no Ill, which would have been 
Diſtreſs enough, if unſupported with the 
Hopes of another Life; and 7how evil 
guide me with thy Conncel, and afterward 
receive me unto Glory; whom have J ii 
Heacen but thee, and there is none up 
Earth that I deſire in compariſon of thee ; 
my Fleſh and my Heart faileth, but God 
is the Strength of my Heart, and my Por 
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tion for eber. — Or were a Sceptical 
Tribe to ſift to the Bran a few Lines of 
the Wiſe Man, which they are ſo for- 
ward to carp at, how ſure may we be 
they make not in the leaſt for them; and 
that they can bear no Meaning contrary to 
the Wiſe Man's own Interpretation: When 
therefore either from his own Mind, or 
in the Perſon of a vain Part of the World, 
which, as ſome think, is introduced, a Man's 
State is compared to that of a Beaſt, as 
that which befalls the Sons of Men, befall- 
eth the Beaſt ; as dieth the one; ſo dieth 
the other, they have all one Breath ; all 
go to one Place, all are of the Duſt, and all 
return to the Dito: This can be only 
in relation to the State of the Body, and 
its Mortality here ; not as if Man had 
nothing elſe beiides, and had no where 
elſe to go hereafter, any more than a 
Beaſt : The Diſtinction is apparent in the 
following Line ©, the Spirit of a Man goes 
upwards to his God; whilſt that of 4 
Beaſt, ſuch as it is, goes downwards, only 
to the Earth ; and the Vanity of Man is 
there bewailed, that he is not duly ap- 
prehenſive thereof; Mh knows it, with 
that due Obſervation he ought to make: 
But the Wiſe Man ſufficiently guards a- 
gainſt a Miſconſtruction, as if a Man and 

H a 


* Pſal. I. XXIII. 24,25, | Eccleſ. III. 19, 20. 
20. 5 E Verſe 21. 
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a Beaſt had the ſame End in every Re- 
ſpect; for before he declares his real 
Thoughts, 1 ſaid in my Heart, God ſhall 
judge the Righteous and the Wicked ; which 
muſt have reference to a future Judg- 
ment, ſince a diſtinguiſhing Judgment is 
here omitted : Now the meaneſt Writer 
could not within the Compaſs of a few 
Lines contradi& himſelf ; much leſs one 
as wiſe as he was inſpired, who muſt be 
allowed to be his own beſt Interpreter : 
As again he repeats his Mind *, for all 
theſe Things God will bring thee to Fuds- 
ment; and © God ſhall bring every rt 
to Fudgment. The ſame may ſerve to 
clear another Place or two in the ſame 
Book, which has been no leſs miſapplied 
againſt this great Point: as * the Dead 
know not any thing, neither have they any 
more a Reward; which can be ſpoken 
only of this World and the Body laid in 
the Grave: as again, they have no Know- 
ledge in the Crate, that is, their Body 
therein interrd : And * zhere is one Event 
to the Righteous and to the Wicked, as is 
often viſible with relation to this Life. 
"Tis further ſaid ©, 2% Rigbteous are 
taken away from the Evil to come, they 
ſhall enter into Peace: and they ſhall 


awake 
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awake to everlaſting Life, and ſhall ſhine 


as the Brightneſs of the Firmament : and 
a Book * of Remembrance is written for 
them that fear the Lord, and they ſball 
be mine, ſaith the Lord f Heft, in the 
Day that I make up my Jewels: Like- 
wife *, Have I am Pleaſure that the 
Wicked ſhould die, ſaith the Lord, ſpeci- 
fying a Concern about a future State; 
fince whether Men are wicked or righ- 
teous, the Loſs of this preſent Life is in- 
evitable : Alſo © upon the wicked Man's 
turning, he ſhall ſave his Soul alive, ſe- 
curing its future Happineſs, Beſides what 
is amply implied in the numerous and un- 
parallel Predictions of our Lord. 

FROM this firſt Part of Revelation, in 
Conjunction with the divine Impreſſions 
wrought in Man's Nature, may be thus 
diſcerned the moſt ſatisfactory Dawnings 
of Light concerning another Life, during 
the firſt Ages of the World ; ſufficient to 
ſilence ſuch as unhappily ſtrive to raiſe all 
the Miſt they can againſt this Diſpenſa- 
tion: a Light which the Fewiſh People, 
according to Foſephus *, could not be 
Strangers to, however horribly obſcured 
and abuſed through the Corruptions of 
Times*®, which ſuch Light was inconſiſtent 

H 2 with: 


Mal. III. 16. « De Bell. ud. L. 3. 


> Ezek. XVIII. 23. c. 1 
— Yer. 27. * Ibid, 


[60 2 


with: it being their acknowledged Prin- 


ciple, that, according to the fame Au- 
thor *, © Abraham and all the Patriarchs 
live with God“: and as their Phils ob- 
ſerves ®, the Soul hath Heaven for its 
Country, and that it only ſojourns here“: 
Again“, © they ſhould ſet their Eyes upon 
Heaven, becauſe there is the 'Treaſure of 
all Good“: and as the Book of Viſdom 
hath it *, God hath created Man to be im- 
mortal ; and © the Souls of the Righteous are 
in the Hands of God; and they have 
their Hopes full of Immortality: ſuch 
Hope as the Children and others in the 
Maccabces * moſt heartily expreſſed : the 
like , be comforted for him when his Spi- 
which, our Saviour appeals to the Fes 
known Thoughts, Search the Scriptures, 
for in them vx think ye have eternal Life. 

Ver great as was this former Evi— 
dence of a future Exiſtence, and of good 
Mens Felicity, we have the Favour of 
being referr'd for a further and more 
compleat Account to the New Teſtament : 
As the Authority of the forementioned 
Revelation, not only ſtands upon a firm 
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Baſis of its own intrinſiek Evidence, and the 
Reception under the Divine Providence, 
directed and ſupported in the Jewiſh 
Church; but as it alſo finds the utmoſt 
Confirmation, in ſeveral Parts thereof re- 
ferred to, and verified in the latter Part 
of Revelation; and as hereby, as well as 
from other Evidences of a later Date, 
which the Reader will find under the 
next Head, may be diſcerned the moſt 
convincing Marks of Truth; what is thus 
examined claims a ſuitable Regard. 
That there is particularly a ſpiritual Sub- 
ſtance in us as will ſurvive after this Life, 
which therefore, if ſuitably prepared, can- 
not fail of Happineſs, how may a few 
Texts in this laſt Diſpenſation, with a 
little Interpretation, ſufficiently ſatisfy : 
Such as, Fear not them which kill the 
Body, but are not able to kill the Soul; 
which having no corporeal Parts, no creat- 
ed Power can render liable to the leaſt 
Diſſolution : If the Word Soul, vx), was 
to be underſtood only of the Animal Life, 
it would then ceaſe upon taking away the 
Life of the Body, moſt apparently contra- 
ry to the Aſſertion, not able to kill the Soul : 
Or if ſuch as would fain thruſt aſide all 
Thoughts of their Souls immediate Exiſ- 
tence after Death, would have it, that 
the Life or Senſation of the Soul may at 
leaſt 
Matt. X. 28. 
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leaſt ceaſe for a Time, till the laſt Day; 
how would their State then be nothing 
different from that of the Body, which at 
laſt will be reſtored; the reverſe whereof 
is here ſo very obvious, that tho the Life 
of the Body may be ealily removed, the 
Soul is out of Man's Reach : But rather 
fear him, who is able to deſtroy both Body 
and Soul in Hell; who alone can, and doubt- 
leſs will, caſt the Soul, if rejected from his 
Favour, into a State of Miſery, exceeding 
all the Horror of a Ceſſation of Being; 
yea, could as eaſily unmake it, as He firſt 
gave it its Being; but as He appointed its 
Nature, ſo he has likewiſe its Duration 
agreeable thereto, for the Reception of a 
future Retribution. And * what is a Man 
profited if he ſhould gain the whole Moria, 
and loſe bis own Soul ; not loſe its Being, 
but its Happineſs ; what ſhall a Man give 
in exchange for his Soul, for ſuch an Hap- 
pineſs, as with due Preparation, thro' the 
Divine Influence and Acceptance, it may 
be for ever capable of enjoying, without 
the leaſt Eclipſe or Interruption; ſuch as 
the fading Pleaſures of this Life are un- 
worthy to be compared with. As like- 
wiſe the Parable of Dives and Lazarus, 
where under the Figure of a Dialogue, 
nothing can more lively deſcribe, as the 
Exiſtence, ſo the different State of Souls 

de- 

* Matt. XVI. 26. Luke XVI. 
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departed ; but how inſignificant and unin- 
telligible would be the Application, if 
there was no Part alive either of Abra- 
ham or of any other Perſon, on the other 
ſide the Grave, to be inferred therefrom 2? 


And that of the God of Abraham * men- 
tioned before, where God is expreſly called 


the God not of the Dead, but of the Liv- 


ing; Which could have no Meaning, if 
the Whole of Abraham then ceaſed to be. 
Alſo, this Night thy Soul ſhall be taken 


from thee ® ; removed from its preſent 


Lodging 'tis ſo fond of, to another Coun- 
try. And, to Day thou ſhalt be with me 
in Paradiſe ©; thy better Subſtance, which 
chiefly conſtitutes thy ſelf, taking Leave 
of its now crucify'd Body till the Reſur- 
rection, juſt ready to be tranſlated, in 
company with the Bleſſed Jeſus, to a Place 
of Bliſs. 4 Spirit hath net Fleſh and 
Bones *, denoting our Saviour's Acknow- 
ledgment of ſeparate Spirits, which had 
before belonged to ſome Body. Likewiſe, 
Lord Feſus receive my Spirit © ; but what 
was there which required ſuch Deſire and 
Care about God's receiving, if there was 
only a Life or Breath which was then ex- 
piring 2 Further, ſhall ſave a Soul ©; and 

watch 

Matt. XXII. 32. 4 — XXIV. 39. 


2 Luke XII. 20. e Acts VII. 59. 
— XXIII. 43. f Zam. V. 20. 


8 * 
— a 
* > — 5 * * * — : _ - a," 
r . 
HEB 2 — — Fo — W 44 4 > oo, *˙ 464 wo > . 1 K 


[ 64 ] 
watch for. it; but what would there be 
to ſave, or watch for, or where would be 
the Difference between that which is ſav. 
ed or rejected, if at the Expiration of 
Life, there were no after Diſtinction or 
Being. In like manner, commit the keep- 
ing thereof, which tho' not liable to be 
annihilated, would ſtand in need of Suc- 
cour from the chiefeſt Being, to prevent a 
worſe Ruine. Alſo, © Willing to be abſent 
from the Body, and preſent with the Lord; 
and, * having a Defire to depart, and 
be with Chriſt, which is far better ; to me 
to live is Chriſt, but to die is gain; what 
is there belonging to us that can be ab- 
ſent from our Body, and in another World 
with our Redeemer, but our immortal 
Souls e or what Gain would it be to have 
this Life with its various uſeful Offices and 


Bleſſings diſcontinued here, if there were 


no Life or preſent Favour hereafter im- 
mediately to ſucceed ? Alſo, fhorth: I 
muſt put off this my Tabernacle * ; what 
is the Tabernacle that can be here under. 
ſtood to be put off, but the Body ? and 
what the preſent Inhabitant thereof that 


will ſoon quit the ſame, but the ſenſible Þþ 


and unwaſting Part of our ſelves ; ſuch 
as does molt properly diſtinguiſh our Na- 


ture 


a Heb. XIII. 17. 4 Phil. I. 23. 
( e Ibid. ver. 21. 
e2 M N. 3. . I. 14. 
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ture and Name whereby we may be call- 
ed, which will find a new Place of abode 
in another World 2 Likewiſe, * the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men made perſect, mentioned 
among the preſent bleſſed Company in 
another State, The like in the allowed 
Notions of Spirits appearing : as of Moſes 
and Elias in the Transfiguration * ; who 
could be only their Souls, however cloath'd, 
as in real Apparitions, with ſome thin cor- 
poreal Subſtance, to render them viſible : 
As alſo may be inferr'd, from our Savi- 
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| our's not reproving his Diſciples, for their 


Thoughts of Spirits upon ſeeing him walk- 
ing upon the Sea © ; or for their Fear and 
Fright upon their ſuppoſing they had 'ſeen 
a Spirit * ; but only for their Miſapplica- 
tion in relation unto himſelf : as likewiſe 
from Peter's forbearing any Reflection, 


when upon his unexpected knocking at the 


Door, it was preſently ſurmiſed © it was 
his Angel, or Spirit: Theſe latter Inſtan- 


| ces, however attended with a Miſtake in 
relation to the particular Circumſtances, 
yet being the Occaſion of the Diſciples 

| declaring ſome Apprehenſion of Spirits, if 


there had been none ſuch, where could 


there be a more proper Time, not only to 


ſhew the Error of the particular Applica. 
1 


tion; 


* Heb. XII. 23. a Like XXIV. 37. 
Mat. XVII. z. e Acts XII. 15. 
* — XIV. 26. 
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tion; but even of the Opinion it ſelf, of 
their being Spirits that do ſome times here 
appear: Where therefore ſuch an Opinion 
of their Appearing 1s thus recorded with- 
out the leaſt Reproof, what can more 
plainly imply its being approved ; which, 
however {lighted through the Effects of 
divers Fallacies and Fancies, further con- 
firms, amidſt numberlefs undeniable Cir- 
cumſtances , this great Point of the ſepa- 
rate Exiſtence of Souls after this Life. 
—— And from what can good Men be 
more fully aſſured of a Viſion and Frui- 
tion of a future Happineſs, even with 
their Bodies likewiſe, than the expreſs 
Aſſertion of a future Reſurrecttion; ſuch 
as there is the moſt declared Hopes, as 
well as the fulleſt Notices of“: Al that 
are in the Grave ſhall come forth; that it 
ſhall be ſaid of none, as in another In- 


ſtance Tiberius ſpeaks of Carnuſfius-*, me - 


evaſit, Carniſius has eſcaped me; that 
they could pollibly be fo hid or miſlaid, 
that they ſhould be out of the Reach of 
the Almighty : but in whatſoever dark 


or 


* Amongſt which, if only oe or ſome fer were 
attended with the moſt authentick - Teſtimonies, 
where can there be the leaſt room to queſtion ? and 
who with the kcenelt Wit and Obſervation, can diſprove 
the Mole, againtt all rhe Coud of Reports and Evi- 
dences which have fo often occurred ? as, amongſt 
others, in G/anvi,'s $7412. Trinmphat. 

b Ads XXLV.15.XXVI.| John V. 28. 

6,7. 1 Cor. XV. 22, &c. 4 Sue ton. in Vit. Tiber. 
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caſt or ſcattered, they are recallable at 
the divine Command: The deepeſt Sea, 
Death, and Hell, muſt deliver up their 
Dead *, to be raiſed to Life again. What- 
ſoever Difficulties may be ſtarted accord- 
ing to a late Controverſy *, as how the 
Body muſt be organized, or left unorga- 
nized, for a Reception of its old Compa- 
nion the, Soul, and for its eternal Sub- 
ſiſtence without preſent Supplies; who 
may not reſt aſſured, that matchleſs Power 
can moſt gloriouſly order without our 
Council e that who dares to ſay, accord- 
ing to St. Pauls Reproof e, it is incredible 
that God ſhould raiſe the Dead; to com- 
mand that into Being again, which in its 

firſt Elements was before in Being; any 
more than it was at firſt to make a new 
Being out of nothing. Or if it may be 
thought more eaſy to conceive, that a 
Compoſition of any other Duſt may be as 
well for a new raiſed Body, as a Collection 
of that which has been ſo obſcurely in- 
termingled with other Earth; eſpecially 
where tis impoſſible for the Deceaſed to 
find out the Miſtake, to judge whether 
it is his own Body, or any other common 
Mould; and that the Rule may rather 


12 take 
Rev. XX. 13. ry's Comment. 


b Burnet's State of the Acts XXVI. 8. 
Dead, with Earbu- 
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take Place, non debet eri per plura quod 
poteſt fiert per pauciora, as if it is moſt con- 
liſtent to have Things done with feweſt 
Difficulties, where there is no Occaſion 
for more ; who can be ſo vain to imagine, 
that one Trial can exceed unlimited A- 
bility any more than another 2 But how 
could ſuch a Formation of a new Body 
from Materials which have- no Relation 
to us, be our Body that is raiſed ; when 
yet 'tis ſaid, that his corruptible *, the 
Body that before was laid in the Grave, 
ſhall put on Incorruption. Or if becauſe 
ſome Bodies may be ſaid to be loſt in 
other Bodies, when thereinto changed, if 
devoured by ſome of our own Species, as 
the Cannibals, or by any other Animals; 
yet how reſervable are the KHamina and 

rſt Threads of Nature, without paſſing 
through any Change, ſufficient for a final 
Structure? or how calily ſeparable by 


Omnipotence, even after the greateſt 


Change ? and ſince it has pleaſed God to 
order a future Exiſtence for one Part of 
as, ſhall that always remain by itſelf, 
ununited to the other Part? and when 
the whole of a good Man's Nature hath 
been Partaker in the Duties of this Lite, 
. ſhall only half Himſelf have a Place and 
Return in another? 

YET 
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Yer after all theſe Searches of Futu- 
rity, and conſequently of the hopeful 
proſpect of good Men, the Satisfaction 
would be incompleat without the Secu- 
rity hereof ariſing from a Redeemer. Tis 
therefore neceſlary to annex a few Lines : 


III. As to the Foundation of ſuch ex- 
pected Happineſs ; the known Certainty of 
2 Redeemer ; I know that my Redeemer 
liveth. 10 

Stic all future as well as preſent Fa- 
vour was forfeited through Man's Offence; 
and yet our Nature, if unaſſiſted and un- 
dignified with the Union of the Divine, 
muſt be uncapable of making Satisfaction; 
here was our Felicity, that there was 
ſuch Condeſcention from Above, that 
no leſs than the glorious Son of God, in 
our Nature, ſhould undertake dur Re- 
demption. 

THAT there was ſuch a Supream Ad- 
vocate for Man, we have this marvellous 
and moſt ſatisfactory Remark of the ſtrong- 
eſt Aſſurance thereof, ſo early as in Job's 
Time, ſo long before his perſonal Appear- 
ance. And indeed there are innumerable 
Prephetical Lines of the moſt exalted Cha- 
racer, all centering in the ſame Deſign, 
as are unapplicable to any other Being ; 
ſuch as were of many hundred Years ſtand- 
ing before the Goſpel-Age ; and yet all 

ex- 


704 
exactly tallying with the Circumſtances 
afterwards related of our Lord: And we 
are favoured with ſo many irreſiſtible E- 
vidences in the Completion of a Mediato- 
rial Work, as may ſufficiently baffle and 
remove all the 0 and Rotes dent, the 
unſupportable and ſhameleſs Cavils of un- 
believing Adverſaries: which it may be 
unneceſſary to enlarge upon, whereſoever 
are read the late moſt eſteemable Works 
of the moſt judicious and learned Hands. 
To mention therefore only a Word or 
two: Where could there be any other 
Perſon, than our Saviour, found to match 
the Account * of one that was to be born, 
and yet. was the ever/aſting Father 2 Or 
that ſhould in Time come forth out of Net h. 
lebem ; and yet that had a Being, zwhoſe 
going PR e been un _ bs ? that 


was 


« Tis ingonceivable that ſuch a Variety of Circum- 
ſtances with reſpect to Time, Place, and Manner, an— 
ſwering 1 in every thing like an Impreſſion to a Seal, or 
Uke two Parts: > 2 T ally or Indenture, ſhould be merely 
fortuitous "AH vingron's Uſe of a 25 Ve. 

b Such as, "The: aſtoral J. s Ark The Defence of 
Chriſtianity ; - The Vindication of the Defence; A Vin- 
dication bf che Miracles of our Bloſſed Saviour; The 

Trial of tha Witneſſes; An Efſfay upon the T1 ruth of 
the Chriſt e ; The Miracles of Jeſus Vindi- 
cated; The 

Few others upon the like Occafion, may molt juſtly 
command the Reader's Admiretion, Tranſport, and 
frequent ſerjous Peruſal. 
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eventy Weeks of Daniel; which, with a. 
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| was the Immanuel , 1p, God with us, 


whoſe divine Nature is joined with the: 
human e Yea, the mighty God? the Lord: 


Our Righteonſneſs ©? or whoſe Dominion is 
an everlaſting Dominion? or that ſhould bear 
the Sins of the People, by whoſe Stripes we 


are healed® ? or how can there be the leaſt 
room to apply to one of the worſt of 
Men, one of the c/eareft * Predictions of 
the Bible, that of Daniel's Weeks, Ge; 


as Sir John Marſham, &c. have done: 
Where the bare mentioning of the Con- 
tents might univerſally ſatisfy every im- 
partial Reader, that they are too grand 
for any other than our glorious Redeemer ; 
ſuch as finiſhing the Tranſereſſion ; making 
Reconciliation for Iniquity; bringing in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; ſealing up the 
Vifton ; Meſſiah cut off, but not for him- 
ſelf, &c. For tho' it be granted, according 
to Grotins *, there arc ſome few Things 
in Daniel which may relate to Autiochus, 
as alſo to other Potentates; yet what 
relation has the aforeſaid Lines of the 
Meſſias to them? and how diſtant from 
them was the Time ſpecified, for the Ac- 

com- 


As eſteemed by the 


Ia. VII. 14. Matt. 


. learned Prideaux,Connett. 
b IX. 6. V. t. R 
« Fer. XXIII. 6. s Dan. IX. 24, &c. 
d Dau. VII. 14. b Groumds, par. I. f. &. 
ai. LIII. 12, 5. In Dan. 
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compliſhment, which was * moſt exactly to 
reach to the Days of the Meſſias: and 
even the great Deſolation, as the ſame 
learned Erotius obſerves * , and as our Sa- 
viour applies , can only point out that 
which was cauſed by the Romans amongſt 
the Fews after our Saviour, as Foſephus 
himſelf acknowledges . The like deſ- 
picable Shifts fuch reſort unto as with 
Porphiry*, when confounded with the un- 
conteſtable Clearneſs of this Prophecy, 
* will have it to be written after the 
Events, about the Time of Autiochus Epi- 
Pbanes: For where were any ſuch E- 
vents, till thoſe fulfilled in our Saviour ? 
And how well are we aſſured, according 


to Foſephus*, of Daniel's Prophetick Cha- 


racter, and of his Book being written long 


before Antiochus's Time, according to many 
Circumſtances recorded by the ſame Au- 
thor *. And how well known was the 


Expectation of the Meſſias about the Time 


ſpecified in that Prediction; being at that 
Time, after the ſhaking of many Nations, 
in the Change of divers Monarchies, 75 


Defire of all Nations; the Hope of Iſr a- 
el; 


* Marſhal's Seventy | Joſeh. Antiꝗ. ibid. 
Weeks of Daniel. 5 — — Lib. II. c. 8. and 
d Dan. IX. 27. | contr. Appion. L. I. 
Matt. XXIV. 15. Whiſton's Literal Ac: 
4 Foſeph. Antiq. Jud. compliſume:t of the 
L. 10. c. 12. : Prophecies, p. 50. 
Pri deausæ, ibid. . 
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e* ; the bleſſed Hope; the Article 


their Creed ; the Subject of their Prayer, 


that God would fend the Redeemer *; and 
of their Enquiry according to ſuch Ex 
pectation, M bet ber thou be the Chriſt, the 
Sou of the Living God; F thou be the 
Chriſt tell us plainly © With which how 
exactly did there concur the Explication 
in the Fewifh Talmud and Targum, their 
Chaldce Paraphraſe and other Writings of 
their Rabbies, concerning the $h:/0H's com- 
ing towards the Expiration of the Zewwi/h 


Power e how declared a Contradiction to 


the Law and the Prophets, according to 
Burton f, Maimonides *, &c. was the leaſt 
Denial of ſuch expected Appearance ? How 
warm amongſt the Heathen was the 
Rumour of ſome extraordinary Perſon 
from Fudea being near at Hand, as noted 
in Suetonius, Tacitus, and the Siby/line O- 
racles? How jealous was Herod of his 
Approach, when he hurried, not only the 
Deſtruction of the Infants *; but alfo of 
his own Father in Law, Hircanus, and 
his Wife and Children, thought to be 
the laſt Remains of the Maccabees, and 


K of 
Acts XXVIII. 20. f ohn X. 24. 
Tit. II. 13. « In Gen. XLI X. 10. 
* Artic. Symbol. Fu-| SYnageg. c. 3. 
Aaic. 15. i Maimonid. in Sanb. c. 
Feder Tepilloth. 
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, Matt. XXVI. 63. k Mat. II. 
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UV 
of the Blood-Royal ; and of the ſeventy 
Jewiſb Senators; and burnt their Archives. 
— * ; as owned in Seder _ 

bilo *, and Foſepbus * ; hoping thereby at 
ſuch a — bid fair himſelf for 
this admired Character: and how many 
others © about the ſame Time, were moved 
with the like ſtrong Impreſſions of the ex- 
pected Meſſias, in ſtriving to aſſume the 
Title; as was noted of T heudas *, Simon 
Magus, Apollonius *, Dofitheus *, &c, 
Who tho' they made not out the leaſt 
_ Tittle agreeably to the Predictions, yet 
drew the Populace after them ; and ma- 
nifeſted how perſuaded the World then 
was, that the Meſſias was not far off. And 
what could be more obſervable than the 
Aſſurance thereof, tho' under a different 
Character, and ill applied, which led the 
Zews, according to Suetonius and 70. 
ſephus *, to quarrel with the Romans ; 


and to perſiſt, as the latter Writer ob- 


ſerves*, to the laſt Extremity in their 
Refuſal of Submiſſion to them, not doubt- 


ing the ſupernatural Aid of their expected 
Deliverer, 


— No 

Philo de Temp. | *f Hierocles. 
b Fof. de Bell. ud. L. * Enuſeb. Hiſt. Eccle|. 

*. 63: .. 
& — ae Antiq. ud. L.] h Vir. Veſb. c. 4. 

20. c. 6. i Pof. de Bell. ud. L. 
4 L. 20. c. 232. 7. c. 12. 
rr L.. c: 30. ] * Ibid. L. J. e. 11. 
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— No leſs Teſtimony of our Saviour's 
being this Divine Perſon, were the 
Works wrought at his coming; as they 
were agreeable to the Prophetick Re- 
lation thereof; ſuch as exceeded all 
that ever * were done before; ſuch as Al 
were performed, as in the Work of Crea- 

tion, by a ſingle Word, beyond the Reach, 

and without the Application of natural 

Means, inimitable by the Tricks of Art, 

and had the moſt real and undiſputable 

Effects in the open Face of the World *; 

ſuch as were very particularly, deſcribed 
in their Circumſtances, in relation to the 
Place where, the Time when, the Per- 
ſons upon, and amongſt whom they were 
wrought, to give Mankind the faireſt 
room to ſearch and enquire ; ſuch as drew 
his Attendants, who could not be unap- 
prized of their Nature, moſt heartily to 
acknowledge, that hig is of a Truth that 
Prophet that ſhould come into the World * ; 
that he came from God; that he was 
. 8 the Son of God*; the Chrift the Son of 
d God”; the Chrift the Saviour of the | 
K 2 World; fil 


N John VII. 31. Ja. XXXV. 5, 6. Mar. XI. 5, &c. 
Greater than thoſe of Moſes, as Levi Ben. Ger- 
if ſon declared the Works of the Meſſias ought to be. 
Grot. de Verit. Relig. Chriſt. L. 5. J. 12. 
* Fohn XV. 24. f — III. 2. *. 
. Act, XXVI. 26. 2 —]. 49. | 


* Fohn VI. 14. * — XL 27, VI. 66. 
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url; ſuch as the Fathers, for the Con- 
frmation of Chriſtianity, univerfally re. 
gited ; who, amidſt the free Uſe of Alle 
ries, often drawn therefrom, did never 
eſign, according to a late moſt ridiculous 
Charge, to comment away the Reality of 
Miracles, againſt their own® moſt full and 
numerous Declarations: Such as likewiſe 
his very Enemies made no Seruple to own“; 
even thoſe Enemies that employed their 
Pens all they could to run them down, 
aus Coſus, Porphyry ©, Julian ; whillt 
they - ridiculouſly imputed them to 
a diabolical Source, contrary +5 to their 
great Deſign. What indeed could be a 
more deſirable Note, amongſt other Works, 
of a divine Original, than the preternatural 


_ _Dark- 
t oh IV. 42. 5 
* Tho' tis true that they affected to give a ſpi- 
ritual and myſtical Senſe to almoſt all our Saviour“ 
Actions, yet it is as true, that not one of them doubted 
of the literal Story ; na y, the very Things which he (=) 
brought to prove them Unbelievers of the Letter, ſhews 
the direct contrary; for to make an Action a myſtical 
one, you muſt neceſſarily allow it a literal one: it may 


wt & * 2 


1 


as well be ſaid there are Properties without a Subſtance, 
gs 4 Figure without a Letter. I ſhall therefore paſs 
by all his Scraps of the Fathers, for every ſingle one of 
which, an hundred may be found in the ſame Author, 
that expreſly contradict what he is labouring to prove.” 
The Miracles of our Saviour Vindicated, Fart 2. p. 16. 


* Yohn, XI. 47. Mar, | 4 Orig. cons. Celſ. L. 2. 
XII. 24- Act. IV. 16. and | © Porph. de Iaud. philoſ 
witneſs their Annals, Ter-j Aud Cyril. c. 3, 6. 
1d. Abalog, c. 2 l. and their] * May, XII. 25, 26. 
Talmud, Hieros. 1 nhl 


* „ 
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ws 
Darkneſs at our Saviour's Suffeting on the 
bout the full Moon, when no Orb between 
the Sun and us intervened, as in the com- 
mon Eclipſes; as alſo the Earthquake at 
the ſame Time; as the Teſtimonies * of 
Phlegon and Thallus amongſt the Hea- 
« Mat. XXVI. 45. ly 4 


d Whether the Fragment of Phlegon's Chronicle, 
preſerved and referred to by the following primitive 
Writers, will bear any other Interpretation, than that 
which they themſelves have obliged us with, I ſubmit 
to the Judgment of the candid Reader. As in Origen, 
ak} I Tis MT. gie Kal A, &. Con- 
cerning the Eclipſe under Tiberius Ceſar, in whoſe 
Reign J=svs was crucify'd, and 3 the great 
Earthquake, Phlegon writes in the XIII Book of his 
Chronicles: Orig. cont. Celſ. A few Lines farther, 
to remove 4 Reflections of ſuch wonderful E- 
vents, tis ſaid, © Theſe we have to the beſt of our 
Power defended, having produced Phlegon, who re- 
lates that theſe Things happen'd x7 A yggyor ] le 
T4 EwnigG, according to the Time of our Saviour's ' 
Paſſion ; hid. Alſo according to Africanns, i- 
guy isbpet, & c. Phlegon relates that in the Reign of 
Tiberius Ceſar, there was saxeirem nie Tehdar 8. 
ae M, Sar Ggns zum waters Sm, a compleat E- 
clipſe of the Sun at the Full Moon from the Sixth to 
the Ninth Hour ”; Afric. apud Sinoell. And as in 
Euſebius, © Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered $735 10 ms Tigtele 
Bangles xg9* zy ae, &c. * In the 19% Tear of T7- 
\ berins's Reign; according to which Time (or as 
«* Zerome in his Tranſlation, quo Tempore, at which 
Lime) we find in other Grecian Annals (Erhnico- 
rum, Annals of the Heathens, Hieronym. Ibid.) 
* theſe Things related: There was an Eclipſe of the 
Sun, and Darkneſs over all the Earth; an Earth- 

« quake 
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thens have been thought to confirm, and 
Pontins Pilate ſent a Regiſter, of to Rome, 
nn tn ty on 1154 9.1007 i573 <a 


« quake in Zithinia; all which agree with thoſe that 
4 5 d at our Sa viour's Paſſion; of theſe Things 
« Phlegon, who is an excellent Chronologer, wrote in 
4 his XIII D Book, in theſe Wards; In the Fourth 
«Year of the 2024 Olympiad there was Guat is fair 
* en Tay ie ,νuy e the greateſt Eclipſe 
tt that ever was known before; it was Night (by means 
« thereof) at the Sixth Hour, that the Stars appeared 
jn the Heaven, and there was a great Earthquake in 
* Bithinia ” ; Euſeb. Chronic. I need not likewiſe fur. 
ther mention Frome, who by his Tranſlation of the ſaid 


* 


1 > 


Chronicon, appears to be of the ſame Mind; nor an- 
other noted Author a Century or two after this, who, 
bating a ſmall Variation in point of the Year, of the 
Olympiad, has much the ſame Words of Phlegon, as 
to the © greateſt Eclipſe that ever was known, and the 
Darkneſs at the Sixth Hour. Without the Addition 
of other Vouchers, who may probably build upon the 
fore-cited Obſetvations, it may be confider'd whether 
the Agreement of the aforeſaid Writers, as to the Time 
of the {aid Event relating to the Seaſon of our Saviour's 
Sufferings ( vis. x7! ee, according to the Time) 
may not be of weight: This is the uſual Signification . 
of the Word xg, which makes for the Time here ſpe- 
cify'd : We find it indeed once in the New Teſtament 
tranſlated in a more general Senſe, as about that Time, 
(Acts XII. 1.) and not according to, or at the very 
Time ; but then 'tis apply'd where is no determinate or 
particular Time before mention'd, where one Tranſla- 
tion may be as fignificant as the other ; yet according 
to Caſta. tis eodem tempore, at the ſame Time; or 
as Beza, per id tempus, &c. But we find it 20 where 
elſe rendred about in the New Teſtament, nor once 
from the Septuagint in the Old: But the sau Time, 
and AT this Time, we find Acts XIX. 2 3. Rom. IX. 9. 
As again, aon the firſt Day, (1 Cor. XVI. 2.) not 
about the firſt Day, as if it may be as well a few 6 

| | ore 
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which Tertullian, &c. appeal'd to ? What 
again could command a more joyful Belief, 


than 


before or after: and as apply'd to the Time of the 
Dream, ur ze (Mat. I. 20.) in the Midſt thereof; 
or to a particular Place, a xpiure (Mar. VIII. 32.) 
not at an uncertain Diſtance about it: and the ſeveral 
Places of its Tranſlation from the Sepruagint do note 
the ſame Time, or its exact Agreeableneſs to any other 
Thing which it is refer'd to; as Ar that Time, rant 
J rale, Numb. XXII. 4; accorDinG To this Time, 
Numb. XXIII. 23. accorpinG To the Time, Gen. 
XVIII. 10. As the ſame Word u is tranſlated ac- 
cording to, when apply'd to any other Point, not leſs 
than twenty Times trom the ſaid Septuagint : Not to 
name its common Tranſlation in other Writings, which 
in ſo obvious and undiſputed a Senſe thereof, may be 
too tedious to annex : It w, ſuffice that I have no oc- 
caſion to anticipate the Readers Judgments, by taking 
out of their Hands a Determination of ſo plain a Phraſe; 
as whether ſuch a Part of the aforeſaid Teſtimony be 
tenable, where interpreted that the Darkneſs havin 

been yams, &c. according to the Time, may Gonify 
the very ſame Time with the Suffering. As to its being 
* in the Full of the Moon ”, which Africanus mentions, we 


have indeed Origen ſpeaking of its 3 by 


the * Children of this World ” ; as we find in the Latin 
Part of his Works (Com. in Mat. XXVII. Tra. 35.) 
which, whether ſo authentick, is by ſome diſputed; or 
whether ſo maturely examin'd, as his other Works, may 
admit of a Doubt; vis. Againſt theſe Things (the 
Prodigy of the Eclipſe, Sc.) the Children of this 
World ſay, Suppoſe that ſuch an unuſual Eclipſe ſhould 


happen, that there ſhould be Darkneſs over all the 
Earth to the Ninth Hour, how comes it to paſs that 
none of the Grecians, who have wrote Chronicles of any 
thing that is new, but only Your Writers, have taken 
notice thereof; and even Phegon, who wrote _— 

ro- 


than that after the Fews had done their 
worſt againſt our Saviour in facrificing him, 
NE and 


Chronicles that this was done in the Reign of Tiberius 
Cæſar, did not ſhew it was done in the Full of the 
Moon: Tis true in the Anſwer hereunto, inſtead of 
there explaining his Thoughts of Phlegon or other Hea- 
then Writer, he ſhews the Darkneſs may more particu- 
larly relate to the Land of Zudes: Yet in his chiefeſt 
Works, ſuch as, amongſt others, are the abovemen- 
tioned, when engaging with ſo bold an Adverſary 
as Celſus, tho' he mentions nothing relating to the Full 
Aon; yet ſpeaking of Phlegons Darkneſs bein 

according to the Time of our Saviour's Suffering“, 
which being at the Paſſover, was well known to be at 
the Time of the Full Moon; whether it does not a- 


mount to the ſame as if he had ſaid at the Full Moon, 


and whether this latter Authority may not be more re- 
ly'd on, may be thought immaterial to affirm. But it 
is further remarkable, how unanimous Africanus and 
Euſebius are in the aforeſaid Teſtimony, as to the 
* Darkneſs being at the Sith Hour; ſo very expreſs 
as to the Exactneſs of the Hour, as may not in other E- 
clipſes have ever ſo-happen'd, and much leſs may it be 
attributed to any other {uppoſed Eclipſe near that Time. 


But when one comes to the Point of Difference between 


theſe two Writers, as to the Year of Tiberius's Reign 
and of the Olympiad mention'd, ſome may poſſibly 
think this may —— off the Validity of the L Teſti- 
mony: When tis ſaid of Africanus by Ferome (Com. 
in Dan.) © Chriſt ſuffer'd at the 15˙¹ Year of Tibe- 
rius Ceſar ", and Euſebius mentions the 19˙h; and as 
. Euſebins ſpeaks of this being in the Fourth Year of the 
2024 Olympiad, it may be ſurmiſed that the other is 
ſo much before; yet when it is withal granted, that ſe- 
veral of the Primitive Chriſtians in their Computation 
of Time have the ſame Notion with Africans, as to 
the Year of our Saviour's Paſſion ; how different ſoever 
may have been the Date thereof with others; when all 


the 
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and thought to have heard no more of Him, 
that 


the afareſaid Authorities concur; either as to this 
Eclipſe being in the ſame Year the Paſſion was, when- 
ſoever ſuch the ſaid Year was, or the very ſame Hour 
thereof; I humbly leave it to others to Judge whe- 
ther ir may denote an Eclipſe in any other Year or 
Hour; or whether the leaf Defect of Accuracy in 
vne Circumſtance, in reſpect to the Year of the Reign 
and Olympiad, where many are found withal ta 
tread in the ſame Steps; ſhould imply the like De- 
fe& in a far greater Circumſtance, as to its being ſo 
temarkably particular in the Time of the Day; which 
ſo exactly falls in with that of the Paſſion ; eſpecially 
as the Character of Africanus and Enſebitis is ſo very 
bright; the former, according to Zyſebins ( Hiſt. Fel. 
L. 6. c. 31.) and Du Pin ( Eccleſ. Hiſt. V. 1.) being 
reputed to have left“ an exact Chronicle; and the 
latter univerſally acknowledged to be one of the moſt 
eminent Hiſtorians and Chronologers, a Perſon of the 
moſt accompliſh'd Learning, vait Reading, and prodi- 

ious Memory ”, Du Pin, V. 2. and it would be ſome- 
Ning odd that Ph/egon, ſo excellent a Chronologer as 
he is owned, ſhould neither as to the Year nor Hour 


ive us a true Relation : One can hardly think in Rea- 
7 that All ſhould be out in their Computation, iti 


reſpect to every Circumſtance relating to the Point in 

ueſtion. Who may not ever obſerve almoſt an univer- 
fl Difference in ſome degree, amongſt moſt other the 
reateſt Chronologers (as of Scaliger, Upper, Helvicus, 
&) as to the particular Era of Time, of any Perſon 
and Circumſtances throughout all ancient Hiſtory ? and 
yet who queſtions the ſeveral Articles ſpecify'd therein, 
upon the Account of ſome little Variation in the Date 
thereof ? When withal *tis afferted of this Teſti- 


mony, how great the Darkneſs was; not only a com- 
pleat or total Darkneſs according to Africanus, as be- 
fore noted; but the © greateſt as ever was before known”; 
28 in the Quotation of 3 abovenamed: It muſt 


be 


[82] 
that he ſhould be declared the Son of God 
tlg by 


be ſaid of the natural total Eclipſes, as they are more 
or leſs of the ſame kind, there never was, in the com- 
mon ſtated Motions of the Orbs above, any new Ap- 
pearance out of the uſual Order : As then the ſaid learn- 
ed Euſebius repreſents ſuch a preternatural Effect, tho 
he is not ſaid to be clear of at Defect (Du Pin, V. 2.) 
amidſt the Multitude of Quotations which he may in 
a few other Affairs refer to, I would hope he may be 
ſufficient to judge of ſo memorable a Record, And 
when this Teſtimony, as well as its probable Tradition, 
in the early Centuries may be ſuppoſed to be more 
freſh in Mens Minds than in latter Days, I forbear 
ſaying whether the aforeſaid Primitive Writers living 
ſo much nearer the Tranſaction, than others fince, 
may be ſo capable of diſcerning the Truth thereof. 

Yet. if it may be ſuggeſted, that the Silence of 
other Heathen Writers may weaken the ſaid Phlegor's 
Account; tis expreſly aflerted in the fore- cited Lines 
of Euſebius, We find in other Grecian Annals theſe 
Things related. We have alſo that of Thallus in 


particular, quoted by the aforeſaid Africanus, (ap. 


Sincel.) who names the very Book of his Work, where- 
of he ſays, In his 111* Book he calls this Darkneſs 


the Eclipſe of the Sun. Whether there might be other. 


Heathen Teſtimonies that may be totally loſt, may be 
out of the Reach of preſent Inquiry: Let how few Wri- 
tings in all Ages, and more eſpecially as they were more 
expenſive in ſpreading and tranſmitting, through the 
Want of Printing, have had the Fortune of being re- 
ferred to, or long preſerved, in compariſon of thoſe 
that have been entirely overlook'd or loſt. — —— Cer- 
tain it is from the ſacred Fountain of Truth, that at the 
Dying of the Chiefeſt Being that ever breathed on 
Earth, Nature was thus ſupernaturally caſt into this 
deepeſt and darkeſt Mourning, as if cloathed in Black; 
that the Malignity of Sin appeared inexpiable without 
the Sacrifice then offering: And it is the ineffable Joy 

0 
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by the Reſurreftion from the Dead *? and 
being riſen, ſhould become the firſt Fruits 
of them that ſlept *? that he ſhould vouch- 
ſafe the moſt ſatisfactory Appearances *, 
and the moſt ſuperlative and indiſputable 
Gifts“? that his Goſpel, without the Sup- 


port of ſecular Arms and Encourage- 


ud bur SAT. 1 ments, 
of every good Chriſtian, that infinite Juſtice then re- 
ceived Satisfaction by the greateſt Atonement; that the 
Divine Authority of the Goſpel, which. is in every Part 
ſo ſelf-evident and rational ; ſo conſiſtent and uniform; 
ſo compleatly atteſted, and ſo abſolutely: neceſſary, as 
it is; will ever ſtand unſhaken to the End of the World ; 
without the need of .the little Props and- Shores from 
diſtant Circumſtances; whether ſome ſmall. humane 
Outworks, amidſt divers Interpretations, be ſupported 
or deſerted. + Yet as I ſhould be unwilling to miſprize 
or miſapply the fincere modern Labours of. Learning, 
whereſoever the ſacred Teſtimonies of a Redeemer are 
moſt heartily eſpouſed : ſo I ſhould: be equally as fear- 
ful of depreciating the repeated Conſtructions flowing 
from ancient Springs of Ny Fe Tu relating to the like 
Defence of the Chriſtian Religion. * 4 
* Rom. I. 4. 5 
e eder 
Luke XXIV. John XX, XXI. Acts I. 1 Cor. 
XV. &c. 


4 Mark XVI. 17, 18. A&s II. Il. v. VL IX. xIIl. 


XXVII. XXVIII. 1 Cor. XII. Heb. II. 4, &c. 
Such ſufficiently atteſted as in the Sacred Records, 
ſo from divers Authorities and parallel Inſtances 
which the primitive Writers appealed to, in Con- 
firmation thereof. Clem. Rom. 1 Epiſt. ad Cor. 
6.2. Juſtin Mart. Dialog. cum Tryph. and A. 


Polog. 1. Iren. L. 2. c. 36, 56, 57. and L. 5. c. 6. 
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ments, ſhould in the chiefeſt Part of he 
World make its Way *- againſt all the 
Power and Prejudice of Mankind s that 
it ſhould throw down the Heathen Ora. 
45 as Porphiry *, and Plitarch © , and 
the Pythian Demon himſelf , did complain 
of e chat it ſhould, according to the Con- 
feſſion of the ſaid Porphiry „put an End 
to human Saerißces e that alſo it ſhould 
8 8 | be 


Tertul, ad Scapul, c. 4. Orig. cont. Cell, L. 1, 
5. Cyprian. ad Domerrian. F. 12. Laftant. 
3. 21. £7; Enſeb. Hiſt. L. 3. e. 39. 
5K , Denonſt. £Evarg. Sp E. 2—Hift 22 
WT RB. 2. 4 L. 3. c. 35. Arnob. cont. Gent. L. 2. 
1. _ . 5. Sue ton. in Vit. Neron. Plin. 2 
hy — 99. Tertul. Apolog. F. 3 . 
. I f. Puſeb. 2 Poang, L. J. c. . 
F $ Pur, Lib. ae Defeck. Orac. 
1 The Pyrbian Oracle's Anſwer to Auguſtus Ceſar, 
1 An Hebrew Child, being King of the bleſſed 
- Gods, commands me to forſake this Houfe, and 
to return again to Hell: Henceforth depart, and 
be filent from our Altars. 


nass iBpeO- Re ps gest patraynoov drafouy 
Teo q h ee 9 aid\ny AU, intaa 
une = ei £% g e. 


S114, in Voc. Aeg uſt. 


* Porphiy. de Ainet . Human Victims, 
the cruel Sactifices of Men now aboliſh'd and wholly 
Etiriguiſhed : This Thing is atteſted by the Hiſtories 
of Heathens themſelves ; ; all thoſe Sacrifices were 
not aboliſhed till pert Publication of) our Saviour's 
Divine Doctrine i uſe. in Laud. Conſtant. c. 16. 


rr 


Hee. 
be the Inſtrument of the moſt chearing 
Hopes under the greateſt Trials s + 
— What a further Confirmation, that 
the Publiſhets hereof did appear to be the 
moſt plain and diſintereſted Perſons; ſuch 
as were the greateſt Enemies to De- 
ceit ; ſuch as were engaged in re- 
ſtraining the modiſh Indulgencies * ; ſuch 
as were flow in taking up any Be- 
lief , till they had been favoured with 
the moſt ocular Evidences ; fach as did 
not ſpare one another whereſoever they 
ſaw any Thing defective *, and yet were 
univerſally unanimous in their Deſcriptions 
of our Lord, far more than the beſt of 
other Writers, in the exacteſt and moſt 
approved Harmony of their Works; ſuch 
as were likewiſe careful in recording them 
for the ſevereſt Examination, before they 
were forgotten®; ſuch as were — th 

5 | ou 


Act. V. 41. Hebr. X. 34. 2 Cor. XII. ro. 

b Beſides the Treatment ot the Enemies referred to 
an enſuing Paragraph. 3 | 

* Heb. XIII. 18. 20% VIII. 44. 1 Zim. I. 10. Fam. 
III. 14. Rev. XXI. 8. Col. III. 9. Eph. V. 9. Mar. 
XII. 36. 2 Cor. XI. 31. Gal. I. 20. 

* Gal. V. 19, 24. Mat. V. 29, 39. Luke XIV. 26, 
27. Col. III. 5. 1 Pet. II. 21. 

Luke XXIV. 11, 25, 38, 41. John XX. 25. 

* Mat. XXVI. 24, 48, 56, 70, 74. Gal. II. 14. Acts 

XV. 39. Like XXII. 24. N 
Got. de Verit. Relig. L. 3. G. 13. 
> Whitby's Annot. Vol. 1. Gener. and partic. Pref. 
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R 
ſhould loſe theirLivesi in theirMaſter'sCauſe'; 
yet did not to the laſt Breath flinch there- 
from: amon git whom, conſidering as their 
own perſonal Jarrings, ſo others ſevereſt 
Menaces; and how tender and deſirable 
Life is, had there been the leaſt Flaw, it 
could not have been hid ; but as in Fob, 
Skin for Skin, ail that a Man bath will he 
give for his Life ; all, and more than all, 
would have been blazed, if the firme 
Truth fog not ſtood in the Way: and 
ſcarce one Perſon of any Denomination; 
much leſs ſo o great a Number as twelve 
Perſons of unſullied Characters, beſides 
many other worthy. Witneſſes concerned 
in the ſame Affair; have ever been heard, 
or could ever be ſuppoſed, whilſt the 
World ſtands, to have chearfully ſuffered 
the moſt violent Death with a wilful Lye 
in their Mouths, where Confeſſion might 
have ſaved them; whatſoever Inſtances 
there have been of ſome few Criminals, 
who have to the laſt hoped for Deliverance 
by denying the Truth. 

—— The like unanſwerable Proof of 
this great Point is manifeſted in its Ef- 
fet amongſt the Fezws, in the Extent 
and Manner of their Deſtruction, ſo ex- 


actly 


2 3 X. 25, 28. Joh. XXI. 19. Act. XXL. 23 
24. Rom. VIII. 35, 38. 
» Fob II. 4. 
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actly according to the Prediction before 
denounced of them *, ſuch as never was 
heard of before ſince the Creation; as 
obſerved by their own Hiſtorian, a Per- 

ſon, whoſe Veracity “ has not been in 

the leaſt ſtained or queſtioned amongſt 
them, who was in their own Intereſt, 

„unbiaſſed by the Doctrine of our Re- 

deemer: As the like moſt viſibly ap- 
rears in the State of thoſe few Remains 

Jof them who are ſcattered amongſt Man- 

kind; in their being ſtill left as Vaga- 

bonds and Fugitives, unincorporated with 
| Wthe Countries where they reſide: When 
is in our own Country, amidſt the ſeveral 
people which have broke in upon us, tis not 
known who is Saxon, Dane, or Norman; 
jet the Zezws continue diſtinguiſhable from 
all; who are ſaid, notwithſtanding ſome 

Degrees of their Subſtance, not to be 

ulowed the leaſt Propriety in Land or 

Ships ©, Whoſe Effects are upon others 

| Foun- 


* Whitby's Annot. V. 1. Gener. Pref. and in Mart. 

. XXIV. 

it * © Who was eſteemed the moſt eminent Perſon of 

dl the Zexws of thoſe Times, not only by his own Coun- 

I7men, but alſo by the Romans“; Euſeb. Hiſt. Ec- 

ly leſ. L. 3. c. 9. who, according to his own Declaration, 
ommunicated his Hiſtory to his ſeveral Friends, 

z Webilt the Facts were freſp, almoſt yer to be ſeen. 

of. Antiq. L. 20. Enuſeb. Hiſt. Ecclef. L. 3. c. 10. 

© « As the Fews had no Propriety in Earth, fo they 


ave but a precarious Right even to the Waters ; for 
: : wWilat- 


[88] 

Foundations and Bottoms; thus tnoſt fig. 
nally remaining as a diſtin&t Mark of the 
Divine Reſentment till their Reſtoration, 
ſa in Capacity to be reſtored. 
— Io this may be joined the primitive 
Care in preferving and copying the original 
Sacred Manuſcripts, as recited by Tertul. 
lian, Lattantius*, Enſebius*, &c. Which, 
tho as often as tranſeribed, were probably 
attended with Variations, without a Mira- 
cle directing every Perſon tranſcribing ; 
yet inſtead of being weakned in their Au- 
thority by ſuch Variations; -efpecially 
where the mighty Number that is boaſted 
of, (after the trifling Differences of Let. 
ters, of ſynonimous Words, their Order, 
as well as of Stops and Accents, are ab- 
ſtracted) are reducible. to a ſmall Num- 
ber; they rather are thought to give 4 

Light 


whatſoever Traffick they drive by Sea, they are not ſuf- 
fered to have a Ship of their own ; but are forced to 
venture all in Chriſtian and Turkiſh Bottoms, and un- 
der the Power of Merchants their profeſſed Enemies, for 
fear of Repriſals and Forfeitures”. Diſcourſe of Ni. 
tural and Revealed Religion, c. 16, 25 

De Preſcript. c. 36. 

b Lactant. Lib. 4. c. 21. 
c Fuſes. — 4c. 0 | 
4 * Of the Thirty thouſand Various Readings (men- 


tioned by Mills) there is ſcarce fifty, that do conſide- 
rably alter the Senſe of the Place, and of them ſcarce 
ten that do ſo in any Point of great Difficulty and Im- 
portance ”, JVhiſton's Reflections on the Diſcourſe of 
Free-thinking, 9. 15. Yea, there is hardly one — 

which 
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Light to the Original, as are obſerved in 


the Various Readings of other Authors; 


and doubly illuſtrate their Truth and Va- 
lne, by ſuch multiplied Pains for their 
Preſervation, When we alſo conſider, 
that the Pieces firſt wrote about our dear 
Redeemer, and the Copies which were 
ſince taken thereof, were probably mere 
than what m the ſame Trad of Time, 
may be found in any other Author of the 
molt  unqueſtionable Authority: and yet 
ſuch other Books, ſo much leſs. atteſted, 
and without. the thouſandth Part of their 
important Materials and Evidences, meet 
with an unreſiſting and hearty Reception; 
how can we poſſibly think of caſting a 
Slight upon thofe, which by innumerable 
Degrees exceed all; eſpecially where the 
Goſpel Mini/trations and the Sacramental 
Memorials * undeniably point out and lead 
to the firſt Beginning of Chriſtianity ; the 
'Truth whereof, had there been none ſuch, 
would have been very eaſily refuted. 
* 1 ET 
which concerns an Article of Faith, that has ſuch a diffe- 
rent Reading as is contrary to ſound Doctrine; Pref. - 
ad Gr. Teſt. Oxon. 1675. ©* Moſt of the Various Lec- 
tions in the New Teſtament, are either of no moment, 
being in ſynonimous Words or expletive Particles, or they 
are ſo apparent Errata, that they may be eafily diſcern- 
ed and corrected ”. e Reaſonableneſs of the 
Chriſtian Religion, V. 2. c. 5. Bs: 
+ Remarks on the Diſcourſe of Free-thinking, ly 


Phileteuth, Lipſienſ. 0; 32. 6 OPER 
» Leftey's Short Way with the Deiſts. 
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Fer ſhould there be thoſe whoſe de- 
praved Minds are ſtill prompting them to 
trample upon the cleareſt Evidences of a 
Redeemer ; who being unwilling to part 
with their favourite Sins, as Pharaoh was 
£0 let rhe Chilaren q, Iſrael go *, are rea- 
to let fly any kind of Jeſt u pon the 
99 aigtorial Tranſactions, to den them- 
Caves in countenance ; as if they were 
not To 1 pompous | or ſo publick, ſo early or 
16 2 or the Laws thereunto be- 
16nging ſo delightful and reaſonable, as 
they could with ; It may be thought — 
unfeaſable, as to waſh the Ethiopian, 

fix the leaſt reclaiming Satisfaction, dit 
Men are reſolved to wink hard againſt 
every degree of Divine Light: Yet I am 
willing to hope that all Remains of good 
Meaning are not entirely eraſed; that e- 
ven ſome of this Stamp, and much more 
others that are not ſo deeply ſunk under 
the moſt deluding Influences, would be ſo 
good to themſelves, as ſeriouſly to think 
how they may be difintangled rom every | 
idle Prejudice, before they are irretrieva- 
bly loſt. _ 

— Where then tis vainly ſuggeſted, it 
would have been more ſuitable to the 
Honour done to our Nature, when united 
to the Divine in a Mediator, if our Saviour 
had appeared like himſelf, as an exalted 

„ Deity, 


Hæod. V. 2. v Jerem. XIII. 24, 


1 
Deity, with Pomp and State 70, have 


commanded. Redemp tion for b and 
the reſt of fallen Man, by his Imperial 
Sovereignty; Such as have recourſe to 
this ſtale Reflection, muſt have over- 
look d the Occaſion and Delign of a Me⸗ 
diator : When upon Man's difobliging his 
Founder, here was a Neceſſity 7 order 
to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, for ſome Expia- 
tion by Death , what more conliſtent 
therewith than a State of Humiliation 4.2 
How contrary to the Scheme of Redemp- 
tion, was the Demand which the Jer 
thought fit to make, that Chriſt ſhould 
come down from the Croſs *, and thereby 
prevent his Suffering, to engage their. Be- 
lief of him 2 How abſurd and unintelli- 
gible would have been the Divine 'Threat- 
nings againſt Man *, and the Prophecies of 
a Satisfaction by the deepeſt Sufferings 

as well as the original Application 08 


them by the Fey Interpreters“ in point 
2 0 


8 cel ap Orig. L. 2. Maimonid. de Regib. & 
Bell. c. 11. f. 1. Tryph. apud Fuſt. Mart. Dialog. & 
Apolog. 2. 

* abs de Satisfatt. Chriſt. c. 3, 4. 

c Hebr. IX. 22. 

à Salmaſ. Epiſt. 2. ad Bartbolin. de Cruce. 

Matt. XXVII. 42. 3 
r Gen. II. 17. Gal. III. 10. Rom. III. 20. 

Jai. LIII. Dan. IX. 24, 26. Pſalm XL. 6, ). 
Zech. IX. 11. XII. 10. | 

n Rabbi Simeon, Lib. de Spe. Sanh. c. 11. F. 33- 


M efli as per ſ Mortem ſtirpem Adami ſalvam 
eſſi "Pp uam ipſius ortem ſtirpe 1 


. 
of ſuch Sufferings; if the Almighty ſhould 
baye at laſt fate down with ſome gay 
Overtures of Attonement, without ſuch 


Satisfaction 2 Or of what Uſe would have 
been the Offerings under the old Law., if 
there were to have been no Expiation by 
a mere perfect Sacrifice typify d thereby? 
Aud as our Saviour, amidft the Diſtinc- 


tions which he allowed neceſſary for the 


Preſervation of Order and Society, did 


not deſign that his Kingdom ſhould be of 
this World , being engaged in diſpoſing. 


dur Hearts for another State; He was 
willing, by his own Self- abaſement, to 
flew what kind of Eftimate he put up- 
on the common Properties of this Life, 
to 1 their being over-prized. Yet 
as low a Condition as he was pleaſed to 
fubmit to, how bright did his Divinity 
fhine out under the Veil thereof? Wit- 
neſs the fublume Predictions preceeding his 


Appearance, and the after Works and 


Providences agreeable thereto, according 
to the fore-mentioned ' Obſervations, ſo 
apparently manifeſting his glorious Nature. 


faciet, R. Haccadoſp, Mornai de Verit. Relig. Chriſt, 
c. 27. Lightfoot Hor. Hebraic. in Mar. XIV. 26. 
: 9 IX. 22. 4. 1 _ I. 18, 5 | 
Lavington's Nature and Uſe of a Type. Span- 
bem. Dub. Evangelic. Par. 1. Bub. le, A 4 
Matt. XXII. 21. Rowe. XIII. 1, 3, 6. 1 Tim, VI. 17, 
1 Det. H. 14, 1, 18. 1 Tim. VI. 2. | 
=. Fob. XVIII. 36. e Augiſiin, Epiſt. 51. 
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— Or if the Degree of Diſcovery be 
reflected on, as if not publick enough for 
2 ſuitable Information and Satisfaction; 
This carries with it ſome Semblance of the 
Phariſees Exception, that they had not 
ſuch a Sign from Heaven * as anſwered 
their Wiſhes : But were the Signs and E- 
vidences which our. Saviour favoured his 
People with, ever the more exceptionable, 
where is due Care in obſerving their Na- 
ture and End 2 If our Lord's Anſwer to 
his Enemies, who ſet their , Expectations 
upon a wrong Foot, was, that 20 Sign, as 
to his thus coming, according to Daniel's 
Prophecy in the Chuds of Heaven, will 
be allowed his offending People, till after 
the 'Type in the Prophet Fonas is fulfil- 
led; after he has laid ſome part of three 
Days and three Nights in the Earth, as 
Jonas did in the Whake's Belly; that 
they ſhould have no ſuch Sign to make 
their harden'd Minds know the Comple- 
tion of his Work, as a Proof of his be- 
ing raiſed from the Dead by the moſt 
{weeping Deſolation : But had they not 
other ee. Signs of his Divine Autho- 
rity, ſufficient to convince, even in the 


ſame Chapter where this Sign pointing to 
the Reſurrection and the Sequel thereof, 
is mention'd? How do we find therein 
N Ws 
* Mat. XVI. 1. XII. 38. Mat. XII. 39. 
b Dan. VII. 13. 4.—— XXVL. 64 


941 


his curing the Man that had the withered 
Hand, and his reſtoring the Blind and 
Dumb. that. was poſeſed. with a Devil ®, 
even before the Pharifess 2; How often did 
he manifeſt before their Eyes the like 
Effects e What a Multitude of People 
did he oblige with the Sight thereof, with 
whom many of this murmuring kind may 
be d mixed? Yea, great Mul. 
tudes, as in divers Places-mention'd ©; as 
from Galilee, from Decapolis, from Fu 4 
and from beyond Fordan ', &c. It there 
was an Inſtance or two wherein he did a 
little abate his marvellous. Operations, 
where do we find the Blame laid, but on 
their Miſimprovement ? How could an 
Herod, according to his vain Wiſh, expect 
ome. Miracle done by Him, Who, as he 
had been ſo barbarous to his Servant and 
Fore- runner Jahn Baptiſt, could have lit- 


tle regard to the Maſter himſelf 2 If our 
Saviour did upon a particular Occaſion 


order a Concealment of his Work and 
Title 3 was it not where a more open 
Com- 


* Mat. XII. 10. „ Ibid. ver. 24. 

© Ibid. IX. 2, 34. XXI. 14, 15. Luk. IV. 33, 35 36. 
XIII. 14. XIV. 3. Fob. IX. 15. 

* Mat. IX. 33. XVII. 14. XX. 31. Joh. XI. 31,37, 
45. Ads III. 8. W. 16. 1 Cor. XV. 6. 
© Mar. XIV. 14, 21. XV. 30, 31, 38. 

* Ibid. IV. 23, 25. XIX. 1, 2. 

5 Ibid, XIII. 58. . + Þ Zak. XXIII. 8. 

Mar. IX. 5 XII. 15. XVI. 20. 
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Communication was forfeited; where Ma- 
lice was at work for Miſchief, before the 
intended Expiration of his Miniſtry *; or 
where Notions were cheriſhed of - making 
him a King; of his ſetting up. a Tempo- 
ral Power ©, contrary to the Spiritual End 
of his Appearing e If further he choſe 
the Privacy of the Morning “, inſtead of a 
more publick Seaſon, for ſo finiſhing a 
Proof of his Miſſion as his Reſurrection; 
who could think that he had the leaſt Reaſon 
to compel his Adverſaries at once to have 
thrown down their Prejudices, after their 
moſt unpardonable Rage; by favouring 
them with a Circumſtance, in this Fact, of 
their chooſing ? or what Addition would 
their united Teſtimony have been, in fu- 
ture Ages, to the Proof of the Event; 
when a cavilling Mind would have been 
more forward to repreſent it as a“ Na- 
tional Contrivance , only to have raiſed 
their Name concerning the expected Meſ- 
tas: How did the Almighty take the plain- 
eſt Method for Satisfaction; wherein as 
there could be no ſuch Charge of Com- 
bination amongſt theſe Enemies, to have 
impoſed upon Mankind fuch a Circum- 
ſtance 


* Mat. XII. 14. XVI 2 1. Luk. XI. 54. Joh. XL 5 3, 54. 
b 70%. VI. 15. 

* Whitby's Annot. in Mat. IX. zo. 

. . 

The Miracles of eſus Vindicated, Par. 1. 
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ſtance as their firſt ſeeing the Fact, whey 
they could not pretend they were preſont; 
ſo neither the leaſt Impoſition amongſt his 
Friends, when they were: ſo far from then 
attending, that they were diſperſed and 
Fed : Yet as all before knew his real 


Death, and the after Circumſtances ſo 


ſtrongly atteſted; manifeſted his being then 
alive, how clear and undiſguiſed did the 
Event * 2 and what a Chain and 
Scene of the moſt convincing Evidences, 
as before recited, are there, from firſt to 
laſt; diſcovered, to ſatisfy a reaſonable 
Mind 2 — Were we withal only farther to 
view the common Means. which our Sayi- 
our inſtituted, to extend the Knowledge 
of himſelf ; we may ſee how compaſ.- 
ſionately he has provided for the gene- 
ral Inſtruction of Mankind; as to render 
thoſe inexcuſable who continue Stran- 
gers thereto, where bleſſed with an Op- 
portunity of being ſuitably inform'd. That 
therefore his Command given to his firſt 
Diſciples, concerning teaching all Na- 
tions *, may not be vainly interpreted to 
be confin'd to their Work and Days; that 
the Tidings and Records derived from 
them may be tranſmitted, and agreeably 
underſtood and obſerved in future Gene- 
rations; what a ſtanding Inſtitution of 

| Suc- 


* Mat, XXVI. 536 | » Mas. XXVIII. rg. 
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Succeſſors do we find in his Declaration, 


Lo, I am with you to the End of the 
World * ; with thoſe who were to be ſuc⸗ 
ceſſively employ d in inſtructing Mankind, 
as they ſtill came on, to the End? If it 
may be ſaid that the End of the World 
may there be as well underſtood of an 
other Age, as if the Miniſterial Employ in 
propagating the Goſpel may ſooner expire; 
as if many Ages may meet with little or 
no miniſterial Aſſiſtance of this kind; tis 
remarkable that the Word 4«r&, tranſlat- 
ed World, is in the Singular Number, as 
the End of the Age, the laſt Age, or the 
laſt Day, as in other Places *; as alſo 
elſewhere is expreſly tranſlated and under- 
ſtood the real End of the World ©: But 
when in the Plural, as of the Iaſt Days 
mention'd *, it then only relates to the 
latter Days, not extended to the very End; 
as what is called the End of the World, 
wherein Chriſt came to put away Sin *, is 
ade, the End of the Ages, the laſt Age 
before his Appearing : But as to %, 
were it to refer to the then preſent Age, tis, 
according to Dr. Hammond *, the © Age of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt”, the Age of the laſt 
Diſpenſation, which ** ſhall not conclude till 
N the 


* Mat. XX VIIL 20. 

d Joh. VI. 39, 40, 44 XI. 24. 

* Mat. XIII. 39. XXIV. 3. 

d 2 Tim. III. 1. Heb. I. 2. e Ibid. IX. 26. 
f Hammond's Anuot, in Mat. XXVIII. 20. 


n 
the End of the World ” : that both Ways, 
'tis an unqueſtionable Encouragement of 
a. ſucceeding Miniſtry after the Apoſtles, 
further to ſtrive, to the laſt, for the moſt 
inſtructive Promulgation of their Maſter's 
Cauſe : as alſo, amongit other Places, it 
is obſerved by the Apoſtle * ; that God 
gave not only the Apoſtles, Evangelifts. 
but others after them, Paſtors and Teach- 
ers; for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt ; 
even TILL We ALL come in the Unity 
of the Faith, Gc. Not only al then liv- 
ing ; but in a more comprehenſive Senſe, 
till al in after Ages, till all that ſeriouſly 
endeavour to improve the Opportunities 
of Inſtructions, be brought over to the 
Faith; which could not be til ſuch re- 
ceived a Being; thus ſignifying the Con- 
tinuance of their Employ to promote a 
ſound Knowledge and Remembrance to 
the /aft Generation: as is alſo ſuffcient- . 
ly confirmed amongſt the Primitive Wri- 
ters. — The like Will of the Almighty, 


£0 in 
» Fpheſ. IV. 11, 12. | | 

» The ievera! Miniſters in the Church, amidſt their 
different Orders and Oꝶces, {ubltitured-gs Tom), in 
the Place“ of the Deceaſed; Tgnar. Epift. ad Magneſ. 
that the Miniſtrations of the Goſpel be not diſcontinu- 
ed. The like Clemens obſerves, z eg Lav o/ un , 
Mag Eten ννι Hue d yd pe FAITE ay on TAr, 

That when thoſe (before employ'd) fall aſleep, other 
worthy Perſons may ſuccced in their Office * Cle u. 
Noni. Efiſt. ad Cor. Or is Tertullian, Cæteræ ( Ec- 


cleſiæ 


F 
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in order to promote the moſt extenſive Efes 
thereof, is alſo ſeen in directing the utmoſt 
Care in appointing the particular Perſons, 
who are to bo thus ſucceſſively employ'd 
in ſuch Miniftrations : As that Hands bt 
laid ſuddenly on no Man * ; that none be 
inveſted in the ſaid Office, without a ſuit- 
able Commiſhon and Deputation * ; no un- 
quality'd and obnoxious Perſons, like Fe- 
roboam's Priefts ©, or Elis Sons*, to cloud 
the Succeſs of their Miniſtry : As again 
in preſſing the moſt pious Care in thoſe 
that are admitted, to take heed to their 
Flock © ; to watch for their Souls * ; to ſhew 
themſelves approved to God, Normen that 

| 2 need 


clefie) exhibeut quos ab Apoſtolis iu Epiſcopatum 
couſtitutos Apoſtolici ſeminis traduces habeant, Ter- 
tull. Ze Præſcript. Hætet. c. 32. This Succeſſion ſpe- 
city'd in Erjebins, Hiſt. Ecce. L. 3. c. 4. The fame 
Hiſtorian particularly aſſerts, the Zvarge/ifts (in order 
to leave the greateſt Precedent of this Sueceſſion, perſo- 
nally) “ conſtituted Paſtors ”, ſo many that “ tis im- 

oflible to recaunt by Name all thoſe wno were made 
Paſtors and Preachers throughout the World“; Bid. 
L. 3. c. 37. Thus we have frequent mention of the 
ſeveral Orders appointed, to perpetuate the Miniſtry; 
Ibid. L. ). c. 30. guat. Epiſt. ad Smyru. & Epiſt. ad 
Pol ycarp. Iren. L. z. c. 3. Cyprian. Rpiſt. 67. 9. 2. E. 


piphan. Hæreſ. 15. 6.5. & Hæreſ. 65. J. 6. Hieronym. 
Epiſt. ad Evagr. in Pſalm. & in Tir. Clem. Alexand. 


Strom. 7. | | 
4 1 Tim. V. 22. | 
„Acts VI. 3, 6. XIII. 2, 3. XI. 22. XIV. 23. 2 Tim. 
J. 6. Tit I. 3. Heb. V. 4 _ 1. 35. 
d I Fam. II. 17. e Act,; XX. 28. 
f Heb, XIII. 1. Exzek. III. 17. Col. I. 28. 
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need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth; to uſe the moſt winning 
Endeavours * in beſeeching their People by 
the Mercies of God, in praying them in 
Chriſt's flead *, in moving them with the 
kindeſt and cloſeſt Reproofs e, to think of 
their Duty; as alſo to be in good Earneſt, 
in ſtriving, thro' the Divine Influence, to 
add Life and Vigour to their Inſtructions 


by the moſt engaging Examples; ſuch as 


not only; like the Mercurial Statues, ſhew 
the Way to others; but are as the Sar 
that did lighten and lead the Viſe Men of 
the Eaſt, till they came to Feſus . Of 
the like Import are the Injun&ions for an 
univerſal * Reception, Improvement, and 
Support of ſuitable Miniſtrations ; as alfo 
the Divine Reſentment ' againſt the Abuſe 
thereof, — And that with all theſe Divine 
Methods for ſpreading a Senſe of Redeem- 


ing Mercy, there might be a perſonal and 


moſt ſatisfactory View thereof ; that none 
may ſay at laſt, Providence hath conceal'd 
the Primitive Copies, as ſo many bad Wares 


| out 
2 2 Tim. II. 15. Col. IV. 1). 1 Tim. IV. 16. 


v Phil. IV. 1. II. 1. Rom. XII. 1. 
42. Cor. V. 20. 


1 Tim. IV. 2. Tit. I. 13. 2 Cor. V. 11. 

© 1 Tim. IV. 12,16. 1 Per. V. 3. 2 Cor. VI. 3, 4. 
Tit. II. 7. Mar. II. 9. 

h Heb. XIII. 7, 17. X. 25. Rom. X. 14, 17. Jam. l. 
22, 2 5. Col. III. 16. 1 Per. II. 2. 1 Thef. IV. 8. Tit. Il. 
15. 1 Theſſ. V. 12. 1 Cor, IX. 14, &c. 

i 2 Chron. XXXVI. 16. Luk. X. 16. Mar. VI. 11. 
Acts XIII. 41. Ezek. XXXIII. 4. 


n rome SY — aa « — 1 


L 
out of Sight, by keeping them lock d up in 
their original Language; only to inform 
a few Teachers, or other Perſons of par- 


ticular Education, who may be Maſters 


thereof; how many Tranſlations has the 
World been bleſs'd with, ſuited to the 
Diverſity of Tongues amongſt Mankind e 
that accerding to Clemens of Alexandria ®, 
* 'The Word is not hid from Men, but is 
a common Light that ſhineth to all ”. 
How unanſwerable ſoever then may be the 
Effects, where can be room to reflect up- 
on our Lord, amidſt ſuch kind and un- 
wearied Steps for Man's Improvement 2? — 
Eſpecially fince alſo there is, or would be, 
nothing wanting in point of neceſſary © Af- 
ſiſtance * from himſelf, where Man is not 
wanting in dutiful Endeavours for it ; 
nothing being more contrary to God's Juſ- 
tice and Mercy, than, with Pharaoh, to 
demand impracticable Returns, beyond 

; the 
2 „The Bible tranſlated in all Languages uſed in the 


World, in the Greek, Latin, Egyptian, Perſian, Indian, 
Scythian, Salmatian ; Theodoret. 4e curand. Græcor. 
Affect. L. 5. Syrian, Egyptian, Perſian, Ethiopi- 
an ; Chryſoſt. Hom. 2 Joh. 8. © Servian, Sclavo- 
nian, Dalmatian, Gothic“; Field of the Church, I.. 
I. c. 4. In the ſeveral Oriental, European, &c. Lan- 
guages now in vogue. Walton's Polyglott. Bibl. Com- 
put. Hiſpan. Gallic. &c. 
d Clem. Alexanarin, Orat. ad Gent, Protrept. 


Le Blanc. Theſ. Theolog. De Grat. ſufficient. & - 


efticac. 
4 Jam. I. 5. Mat. VII. 7,8. Luk. VIII. 18. XI. 13. 


Mat. XI. 29. Prov. II. 2, 3. Ja. LV. 1,6. Luk. 
XVIII. 3. 
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the improveable Proportions of Supplies 
given, or attainable in the Way of his 
Appointment. As then it can be no De- 
nial to the Evidence of the Goſpel, after 
ſuch improving Methods, if with many 
unknown and ineffectual, where may be 
divers Neglects and Obſtacles on Man's 
Side; where it can't be expected that 
Man ſhould be irreſiſtably drawn or dri- 
ven, without being rationally wrought 
upon by the joint Concurrence of Motives 
and Aids, without the leaſt Choice of 
Faith and Virtue : So if there be divers 
Perſons and Places, who go without this 
deſirable: Communication of Goſpel Light; 
where thefe are not mifimproved, we may 
reſt aſſured, the Demands will be accord- 
ing to that a Man hath *, or may have ; 
and not according to that a Man bath not, 

or never could have. 
— As, vain would it be to ſuggeſt, that 
it would have better anſwered the End 
of Redemption, if our Saviour had more 
early appeared in our Nature : Can there 
be a greater Preſumption, than for Crea- 
tures to make themſelves wiſer than their 
Maker 2 If for many Ages, inſtead of ſuch 
a Perfonal Manifeſtation, only ſome ſhort- 
cr Degrees of Light were allowed ; where 
could offending Man have Right to com- 
plain, when all might have been denied? 
| When 


* 2 Cor. VIII. 12. 


XI 
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When tho' the Perſonal Completion was 
defer'd, yet the Benefit thereof redounded 
to Mankind from the Beginning, thro' the 
intended Atonement of the Lamb ſlain from 
| the Foundation of the Morld . when the Al- 
mighty appeared reconcileable, not only 
in early ordering, and continually ſupport- 
ing divers Meaſures of Inſtruction ® ; but 
in expreſſing an Acceptance where ſuita- 
bly obſerved, If we find the moſt bewail- 
able Midnight Darkneſs in the Heathen 
World *, till the Day- Star of Righteouſ- 
neſs appeared; yet can the Occaſion there- 
of be charged upon the Almighty ; who, 
according to the Apoltle *, /eft not himſelf 
without a Witneſs of his having favoured 
them with the molt legible Obligations to 
direct and engage their Regard unto him- 
ſelf. — But ſhould this greater Light have 
more early appeard upon our Horizon, 
what Advantage would it have been to 
4 Fave had Providence put out of its own 
way 2 How would the beautiful Harmo- 
ny and Chain between the Predictions and 
Accompliſhments, fo glorious a. Pillar of 


5 our Faith, have been loſt 2 What kind of 
Conception ſhould we have had of an Ap- 
. pearance which would have been too quick 


for 


Te Rev. XIII. 8. 
N- Rom. II. 14, 15. I. 20. Heb. I. 1. Fer. VII. 25. 
12 Gen. IV. 4. V. 24. VI. 8. IX. I. XII. 3. Numb. 
en XII. 7. Lev. XX VI. 12. 1 Sam. II. 30. XIII. 14. 70 J. 8. 
© Gale's Court of the Gentiles, Par. 3. 
* Acts XIV. 17. 
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for the previous Notice thereof, and have 
run before its own Harbingers and Heralds? 
which muſt have thrown down thoſe facred 
Pages, from whence we were to have 
judged of its Validity? Where would have 
been the Teſt of its being manifeſted at the 
Diſſolution of the Jewiſh Polity *, or when 
there was ſtanding the ſecond Temple *, 
or when Daniel's Weeks were to be ex- 
pired © ; if long before the Divine Counſel 
had hurried the Event, and broke thro 
its own Scheme e Likewiſe how unobſerv- 
able would have been the Steps of Maje- 
ty, without ſome preparatory Notice of 
an Approach ? and how little would Mer- 
cy be prized, where no diſcerning its 
great Neceſſity © 2 How great then was 
the Divine Wiſdom, in keeping back the 
chiefeſt Favour, till the Fulneſs of Time 
a Time when the Gentile World were ſunk 


under the vileſt Idolatry and Brutality *; 


and the Fews with their numberleſs Gloſ- 
ſes b, had made the Mord of God of none 
| Ef- 

Gen. XLIX. 10. _ Þ Hagg. II. 9. 

© Dan. IX. 24. 

4 « ”Tis needful that Man ſhould know his own State, 
and ſee the need he has of a Phyfician” ; Aquin. Par. 
2 t. 

Kal. IV. 4. Hai. LXIII. 5. 

f Lafant. de Orig. Error. Lib. 2. Euſeb. in Land, 
Conſtant. c. 15. 

* Cicer. Tisſcul. Qu. Lib. 2. | 

h « Some of them ſcrupled not to ſay, the Law might 
be expounded Seventy two Ways ; Lighrfoor, Vol. 1: 
in Zoh, III. 10. 
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Efett * ; when all might well ſay with 


Plato, amidſt the Blindneſs and Guilt of 


Mank ind, Oh, when ſhall the Time 
come, that ſome kind and able Hand 
might appear for our Relief? A Time 
when, according to the ſame Author e, 
there was the utmoſt want of ſome Dil. 
covery to give Man an Aſſurance how he 
might be accepted : When the Earth is in 
the moſt parched Condition, then may be 
moſt obſerved the need of ſome refreſhing 
Showers. — As ſlowly as ſuch a Favour 
may come forward in reſpe& to thoſe that 
lived before, ſo much the more diſtin- 
guiſhing with reſpect to others who are 
after bleſſed therewith ; a Favour ſo tran- 
ſporting, to think that h Day *, as late 
as it is, Salvation 1s come to this Place, or 
Perſon ; ſuch as many Prophets have deſir- 
ed to fee, and have not ſeen *, as to its 
more ample Communication ; yet ſuch as 
all good People, both before and after 
the Days of our Saviour on Earth, will be 
Sharers in. 

—— Or ſhould there be a Diſſatisfaction 
about our Redeemer's Work, becauſe he 
has not renewed a Perſonal Viſit, to have 
again obliged Mankind with 3 

O 0 


a Mat, XV. 6. Tk. 

» Lore ty mpigns 6 yer r. Plat. Alcibi ad. 
de Precat. 2. | 

< Plat. in Epinomid. & in Apolog. Socrat, 

Luk. XIX. 9. 


e Mat. XIII. 17. 
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of the like Evidence of himſelf, as at the 
firſt Appearance : if Men would a little 
reaſon with themſelves, how all before on 
his Side was perfectly compleated * ; and 
how by once offering he hath for ever per- 
fefted them that are ſanttified *; how can 
they think it wants the leaſt Repetition? 
br what a Diminution of its Perfection 
would it be, if with this Suggeſtion, as in 
the ridiculous Sacrifice of the Maſs, it 
was to be re- acted afreſh 2 How would the 
fame reſtleſs Mind be then loud in re- 
flecting, that as our Saviour's firſt Under- 
taking had been with them incomplete; 
ſo all that would have follow'd, would in 
their Mind have been of the ſame Com- 
plexion ? and where would have been a 
perfect Satisfaction, if, as with the 27arh 
Mering of the Prieſt ©, thus renewable 
according to ſuch a vain Wiſh? Or if at 
leaſt ſome new Miracles had been ſtill de- 
firable ; it may be argued, that if the paſt 
Evidences were thus unexceptionable, it 
is only waſte Work to be at the Ex- 
pence of more: or if with ſuch it was 
otherwiſe, what would avail a new Con- 
firmation to alter the firſt Property 2 But 
as nothing can be more manifeſt than the 
paſt Teſtimonies thereof, where Men are 
diſpoſed to pick a Quarrel, how would 


they 


* Heb. X. 12,13. Job. XIX. 28, 30. 
b Heb. X. 14. c Ibid. X. 3. V. 3. 
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they verify our Saviour's Obſervation *,. 
they bear not Moſes and the Prophets, net- 
ther will they be perſuaded though one 
roſe from the Dead : What Suſpicions 
would not have been raiſed againſt every 
new Work, as againſt all that is paſt? If 
Miracles were common, how would the 
ceaſe to be eſteemed as ſuch 2 what cry- 
ing up the Power of Nature, or what 
Maltiplication of Impoſitions would be the 
Subject of their Dialogue? Where the 
Divine Records which are thus ſo ſtrongly 
confirm'd, diſſuit their Vices, every new 
Evidence grafted upon the ſame Diſpenſa- 
tion, muſt meet with the ſame kind of 
Repulſe ; where 'tis not from a Defe& of 
Evidences, but from the Diſaffection of a 
corrupted Heart, that ſuch Rubs are 
thrown in the Way. 

lf then the Quarrel is at laſt againſt 
the Terms of our Redeemer, requiring a 
Belief and Influence according to the Obli- 
gation thereof, as if theſe were ſo ande- 
liehtful and unreaſonable, ſhaking the Foun- 
dation of the whole Building ; here will 
be as little handle for Prejudice, as in any 
of the preceeding Exceptions. If the 
Heathens at firſt, whilſt Strangers, ſuch as 
Tacitus and Suetonius, ſpared not to ex- 
claim againſt the whole, as if a dangerous 
Superſtition * ; as if, as Tertullian obſerves 


O 2 of 
Luk. XVI. 31. 


v Sue ton. Ner. Vit. Tacit. Annal. Lib. 1. 
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of their Reflections, whenſoever there was 
any Calamity in City or Country * ; when 


© T;iber afcended to the Walls“, where 


* any Famine or Peſtilence , Chriſtiani- 


ty muſt be impeached, and its Diſciples 
*. muſt away to the Lions ; or as if 
with Porphiry, an harſh Innovation ; as 


if contrary to Nature and Law; to $0-. 


ciety and Civil Power; ſuch kind of 
Articles'as are equally as wide from Truth, 
as the Reflection of Ahab on Elijah *, Art 
thou He that troubleth Iſrael? Surely no- 
thing leſs than Stupidity and Impiety could 
have been at the bottom thereof; that 
there has been no Reading or Examina- 
tion of the ſacred Pages, and the nobleſt 
Apologies that were wrote in the Defence 


of our Religion; or that the Prepoſſeſſion 
of the groſſeſt Errors and Liberties, in- 


clined them to break out into ſuch wild 


Rants, not enduring to be interrupted. If 
there have been ſome obnoxious Profeſſors, 


theſe, as Tertullian ſhews *, cannot be 


charged upon the Divine Doctrine, but the 


Abuſe thereof. — If the Duty of believing 

the Tidings and Rules of a Redeemer, has 

not went down with ſome ; ſhall their Un- 

belief, as the Apoſtle argues, make the 
ogy | | Faith 

* Terrull. Apoleg. J. 1. d Ibid. 9. 40. 

© Enſeb. Hiſt. Eeceleſ. Lib. 6. c. 19. 

3 Tertull. Apolcg. F. 4. 

e Lactant, de uſtit. L. 5. J. 22. 

t Athenag. Leg. p. 34. 1 Kings XVIII. 17. 

Þ Tertull. Apol. 6.45, Non. IIl. z. 
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Faith of God of none Effeft ? What more 
reaſonable Condition of our Happineſs, 
where the Subject thereof contains ſo much 
Light and Weight 2 If the Heathens 
thought that the Anger of the Supream 
Deity, upon the Account of Mens Offen- 
ces, was unappeaſable without * ſome Of- 
fering, tho ridiculouſly enough apply'd ; 
ſhall it be a Crime in Chriſtians, and that 


ſufficient to deface the Goſpel, to be oblig- 


ed to rely on a Sacrifice, appearing to be 
of the moſt ſuperlative Value *, unexpreſ- 
ſibly exceeding all their Applications? If 
the Heathens eſteemed it a laudable Cuſ- 
tom to worſhip their innumerable Images 
and Rabble of Deities, as © Subſtitutes, 
according to Maimonides *, (or petty Me- 
diators) between theGreat God and them”, 
ſuch as have not a Grain of Merit or In- 
fluence for the ſmalleſt Bleſſings : ſhall 
Chriſtians be blamed, for being obliged to 
glorify the alone Mediator *, in compari- 
ſon of whom all others are as nothing, yea, 
leſs than nothing, and Vanity ©? Was it ad- 
mired amongſt the Heathens, that they 
ſpared no Pains or Coſt in their Adora- 
tions; in Javiſhing Gold out of the Bag, 


and 


» S1id. in Voce fucja. Tucian. Dialog. de Sacrific. 


Euſeb. Præparat. Evang. L. 1. c. 9. Outram de Sa- 
crific. L. 20. 

bd x Pet. I. 19. 1 70h. I. 7. 1 Per. II. 7. Rom. V. 18. 
Hild. III. 8. x Cor. II. 2. 

Mai mon. More Nevoch. L. I. c. 36. 

"1 Tim. II. 5. Acts IV. 12. e Iſai. XL. 17. 
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and weighing Silver in a Balance, even to 
make a God ; in inceſſantly importuning * 
ſenſleſs Stocks and Stones * ;' in erecting 
and conſecrating their Groves and 'Tem- 
ples , their Shrines and Altars * ; in mul- 
tiplying their Prieſts f and Teachers, their 
Schools and Oratories , their Votaries and 
Profelites *2 And ſhall Chriſtians be hea- 
vily charg'd, for directing and encourag- 
ing, by ſuitable Examples and Aſſiſtances, 
Places and Miniſtrations, their Addreſſes 
and Exerciſes; where the moſt matchleſs 
Attributes -and Providences, Works and 
Word, moſt powerfully and engagingly 
command the utmoſt Regard 2 What Fault 
could be found, even where the keeneſt 
Malice had promoted the moſt narrow 
Search; as obſerved by Phny ', in orderly 
© aſſembling on ſome ſolemn Seaſons for 
Divine Worſhip, in binding themſelves by 
ſome ſolemn Covenant, not to commit any 
Crime, c.“ 2 What Eclipſe can it be of 
the Goſpel, when God has granted fo large 
an Allowance as fix Days, with the great- 
eſt 

Jai. XLVI. 6. b 1 King. XVIII. 26. 

Pſal. CXV. 15. 

4 Znſeb. de Laud. Conſtant. c. ). 


. ©. Clem. Alexand. Strom. T:. 7. g. 5, 6. 
f Porter's Archæolog. Græc. Vol. 1. L. 2. c. 3. 


Rs - 


„ f 9. 
I Hing. XVIII. 19. XIX. 18. Dan. III. Fer. VII. 18. 
Plin. Epiſt. L. 10. 9. 97. 
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s Fuſeb. de Laud. Conſt. c. . & De Vit. Conſtant. 
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1 
eſt Propoſals of preſent and future Bleſ- 
ſings, where duly improved; when, as in 
the Phraſe of Foſeph *, He has put all 
theſe in our Hands, and has kept back 


nothing thereof, bating ſome neceſlary dai- 
ly. Limitations ; that there ſhould be ſome 
ſtated Time ſequeſtred for the peculiar 
Service of ſo unparallel a Benefactor 2 If 
the Heathens were not aſhamed of their 
ſeveral Feſtivals, dedicated to the moſt 


contemptible Deities * ; ſhall Chriſtians 


think it a Blemiſh in their moſt Honour- 


able Maſter, to conſecrate a Weekly Me- 


morial © and Obſervation of his Great Day, 
* His Reſurrection Day ", as Ignatius 
calls it, © the Queen and Empreſs of all 


Days » Can, in ſhort, the ſeveral Du- 
ties and Graces, more immediately relat- 


ing to the Honour of the ever- bleſſed Tri- 
nity, derogate from the Evangelical Diſ- 
penſations, where are the moſt inexpreſſible 


Obligations to lead thereto. — The like 


may be obſervable of every Moral Virtue, 


Strange it would be, if a Proof of our 


Redeemer ſhould be cenſured for recom- 
mending Truth and Probity, Beneficence 
and Charity, Regularity and Purity, Pa- 
tience and Humility; for not parting with 
the Cement and Support of humane Socie- 


ty, 


Gen. XXXIX. 4,9. Verſtegau's Antiquit. c. 3. 
© Socrat.” Hiſt. Eecleſ. L. 6. c. 8. 
4 Ionar, Efiſt, ad Magnef. 
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ty, and of our common perſonal Welfare. 
Strange it was, that any Perſon of the 
leaſt ſound Thought and Underſtanding 
amongſt the Heathen, could have the Face 
to fall out with the firſt Chriſtians for 
that which, according to the moſt excel- 
lent Arguments of our firft Apologiſts and 
other early Writers *, was fo ufeful and 
bright an Ornament of a Chriſtian Princi- 
ple; ſuch as the common Heathen Mora- 
lifts » have moſt ſtrenuouſly recommended. 
If there have been a few Monſters that 
have of old encouraged the moſt fraudu- 
lent; the moſt oppreſſive, the moſt mali- 
cious, the moſt luxurious, the moſt vicious 
Meafures ; are theſe a deſirable Standard 
for others, for the Wiſe and Knowing, 
for the Fair and Friendly, the Uſeful and 
Reputable, to fit down with, and to re- 
| fle& upon our Lord for forbidding 2 Such 
as have been in all Ages the crying Arti- 
cles of Guilt and Impeachment, of Cen- 
ſure and. Puniſhment ; ſuch as amidſt the 
popular Phraſes of the Reaſon and Nature 
of Things, where the leaſt tolerable Rea- 
ſon takes but Place, there can't be thought 
a the 


* Zuſt. Mart. Apol. 1. Tertull. Apolog. J. 6. Orig. 
contr. Celſ. L. 1, 2. Athenag. Leg. p. 12. Lattanr. de 
Fuſtit. L. 5. F. 9. Arnob. cont. Gent. L. 4. Euſeb. de 
Laud. Conſtant, c.). 

> Eadem Philoſophi monent atque profitentur, Inno- 
centiam, Patientiam, Sobrietatem, Pudicitiam, Cc. 


Tertull. Apolog. g. 46. 
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the leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon for ; unleſs 
Man muſt quit his rational Nature, and 
be thrown amongſt the Species of Brute 
Creatures ; unleſs * the Tables of com- 
mon Senſe and common Reaſon muſt be 
overturn'd; unleſs Vice be made a Virtue, 
and Virtue a Vice ; and that which is 


moſt vile, be moſt excellent, and vice 


verſa ; unleſs doing our ſelves and others 
alt the Miſchief we can, be doing Good ; 
and throwing down the Fences of our 
Names and Properties, of Honour and 
Honeſty, of Sobriety and Modeſty, ſhould 


be a Point of Service ; contrary to the 


moſt common Feeling and Experience, as 
well as to the common Laws of our ex- 
cellent Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment and Reli- 
gion, built upgn the Rules of the Goſpel. 
If this has been made a profane Jeſt and 
Banter ; yet what can bear an Argument, 
that is moſt inconſiſtent with the univerſal 


Notion of every civiliz d Perſon, and much 


more if a real Chriſtian? If ſome except 
againſt the Goſpel Reſtraints, as too good 
to be obſerved ; is the Fault in the Divine 
Precepts, or in the Perſon breaking them? 
When their Excellency, even in the Eſti- 

| mation 


* Si populorum Juſſis jura conſtituerentur, jus eſſet 
latrocinari, jus adulterare, c. quæ ſi tanta potentia eſt 
{tultorum ſententiis atque juſſis, ut eorum Suffragiis re- 
rum Natura vertatur, cur non ſanciunt, ut quæ mala 
pernicioſaque ſunt, habeantur pro bonis & ſalutaribus, 


Sc. Cicer, de Legib. L. I. 
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mation of Trypho and Celſus v, has · been 
acknowledg'd, at the ſame Time they 
made bold to refle& upon them in Point 
of a Diſpoſition to obſerve them; where 
is the Fault, but as Lactantius © remarks, 
in Mens giving themſelves over to the 
Vanity of this Life, and not ſtriving as 
they are directed for a better Mind? As 


many Exceptions as there may be raiſed 


againſt our Saviour's Improvement of Mo- 
rality, in relation to their own Inclina- 
tions ; yet how unwilling would they be, 


that the like Exceptions thould get Ground 


amongſt others * How diſpleaſed that 
others ſhould be at Liberty to moleſt their 
Perſons or Poſſeſſions; to embezzle their 
Truſt ; to violate their conjugal or other 
Covenants and Promiſes, &c. 2 Would 
they not then all with a general Cry, ac- 
cording to Cicero *, exclaim againſt ſuch 
Turns, when they are like to fall upon 


themſelves ? Would they not then wiſh 


that 


Ten Vi d Devudorly len 6 Tevory, © This is it, 
ſays Tho, (iperking of feveral Moral, Duties) which 
we admire” ; «ft. Mart. Dialog. cum Tryph. 

b Orig. CONE, Cel | 

© Defixi fuerunt in Terram, Sc. heœc cauſa eſt cur 


ptæceptis eorum nullus obtemperat, Lactant. de Falſa 


Sapient. Lib. 3. C. 26. 

d Quis pultum Numitorem, Fregillanum Proditorem 
non odit, Cicer. de Fiuib. L. 5. Hoc exigit ipſa Na- 
turx Ratio, cui parere qui velit, nunquam committet 
ut allenum appetat, & id quod al:cri detraxerat, fibi 


aſſumat, Ciczy. de Offic. L. 3. 


E 


that the Obligations of the Goſpel may pre- 
vent ſuch Effects, and whatfocver may 
tend thereto 2 If then thus neceſſary for 
others, why not for themſelves ? But here 
the Point at laſt pinches : they themſelves 
don't care to hear of it: They think our 
Saviour would have given better Proof of 
his Divine Wiſdom, if he had left them- 


ſelves at Liberty: But why may not o- 


thers upon this prepoſterous Foundation, 
have alledg'd the very ſame in their own 
behalf 2 1f our Saviour then, to pleaſe all, 
had univerſally dropt his Reſtraints ; 
where would have been the Divine Purity, 
to manifeſt his Divine Nature and Com- 
miſſion 2 or where the Uſefulneſs of the 
Mediatorial Scheme, to deliver Man from 
the Power as well as Guilt of Sin, under 
ſuch an univerſal Indulgence 2 Or if our 
Lord had contrived to diſpenfe with theſe, 
and at the ſame time to reſtrain the reſt, 
who would not have railed againſt fo par- 
tial a Lawgiver, and againſt his whole De- 
ſign 2 as that if he allowed in one, why 
not in others ? and that what is lawful 
in one, can't be unlawful in another. — 
And where they find fault with our Lord's 
Will, for their being themſelves difall.w- 
ed their own Wiſhes; muſt they not fay 
where Thoughts come to cool, and Rea- 
ſon freely to ſpeak, it would be a thou- 
ſand Times more Satisfaction, as well as 

| | 1 mako 
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make for a clearer Hope, ta curb and con- 
quer their maſterleſs Paſſions, than unlaw- 


fully to indulge them e to be led by the 


beſt Part of their Nature, than by the 


worſt e How many imperious, miſchievous, 


and jarring Lords would they otherwiſe 
be Slaves to, if the different Humours and 
Motians of their Minds are under no Awe 
or Order? or were they to be allow'd ſome 

ſmall degree of Indulgence, beyond the 
' preſent Line, may it not be ſaid hereof, 
as of the Beginning of Strife *, it would 
be as when one letteth out Water ? If there 
was to be the leaſt Scope for Vice, how 
ſoon would it overflow and break down all 
its Fences ? how eaſily would a ſmall E- 
nemy within, when never ſo little left un- 
ſuppreſs'd, be capable of opening the Gates 
for the moſt numerous and powerful Com- 
pany e how could we be fate, if we were 
to drop our Guard e — Upon the winding 


up then of theſe Thoughts, were our Hearts 


to chooſe an Univerſal Law, could we ſet 
Things upon a better Foot than they are? 
If the Reverſe hcreof was to take place, 
| how could the World ſtand > What 4 
turther Confirmatioa then of this. great 
Point, in the Iflue of theſe Examinations, 
that our Saviour has performed and. en- 
joined Things worthy of Himſelf, and cut 
off all Foundation of the leaſt Queſtion or 
Cenſure of Redeeming Mercy. 


2 Prop, XVII. 14. | 
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FROM the whole Force of theſe ſeveral 
Arguments, what a bleſſed, bleſſed Joy it 
is, that the Tidings of a living Redeemer 
have fo noble a Foundation to enſure our 
beſt Hopes. I proceed therefore, 


* 


IV. To conſider the Influence of this 
Belief, in our unmurmuring and found De- 
pendance, Eſteem, and. Submiſſion, accord- 
ing to ſuch an hopeful Proſpect. 

WUATSOEVER Trials and Difficulties are 
in the Way, why ſhould Chriftians be 
beat out, as if there was no Help or Hope? 
If the Waves and Storms ariſe; that all 
ſeems to be going, What Refuge may there 
be in our Redeemer, the Anchor of our 
Souls *, the Pilot that will bring us ſafe 
to Lande What a Satisfaction to think 
the chiefeſt Point may be ſecured 2 when 
if with Thomas, they have ſuch an In- 
tereſt and Relation as to ſay*, My Lord, 
my God; they may as David *, encourage 
themſelves in the Lord their God; or as 
God * is their Strength, therefore they will 
wet fear, tho the Earth be removed; or *, 
alt ho the Fig. tree ſhall not blyſſom, &c. yet 
will we rejoice in God ; or as Moſes ex- 
hoxts , fear not, ſtand ſtill, ſee the Salva- 
tron of the Lord, for the Egyptians, which 


ye 


2 Hebr, VI. 19. «4 Pſ/aim XLVI. 1, 2. 
d 7ohn XXX. 28. Hab. III. 16. 


1 Sam. XXX. 6. f Exod, XIV. 13. 


* - 
* * * * ” NI n p 
CY 72 9 3 r 
- l 6 
1 
. „ 
F 4 by 
1 * 
* 1 1 : 


ye ſee this Day, ye ſhall ſee no more for 
ever; fo all their Fears and Pains will 


be one Day over: with ſuch how may I 


expoſiulate *, are the Conſolations of God 
ſmall with thee ? if in the mean Time 
they fare hard, that as tis ſaid of Da- 
vid's Servants, Hanum cut off their Gar- 


ment in the middle*, fo theſe are at pre- 


ſent put off with half and ſhorteſt Sup- 
plies ; whilſt many others, with the Ser- 
vants in the Goſpgl, have Bread cnongh 
and to ſpare*®; and as the Children of IV 
rael, have the beſt of the Land before them*, 
they, at the ſame time, have the worſe, 
and with the Prodigal are ready to periſh 
with Hunger; to ſuch it may be ſaid'e, 
Deſpiſeft thou the Day of ſmall Things, 
which lead to the greateſt, As low Tide 


as it may now be with them, if they have 


a Treaſure in Heaven, how will their All 
be made up at laſt 2 and as far as is re— 


quiſite in the mean time, how will the 


Faithful abound with Bleſſmgs * Indeed, 
without the continued preſent Influence of 
the Almighty, amidſt all the moſt ſpark- 
ling Flouriſhes of Futurity, how may it 
be ſaid of our preſent State *, our Four- 
ney will be too long for us? And as much 
as frequent Succeſſes againſt preſent Evils 
may 


* Zob XV. II. Zech. IV. 10. 
d > Fam. X. 4. f Prov. XX VIII. 20. 
3 5 1 Kings XIX. 7. 
Gen. XLVII. 6. EY 
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may incline ſome to flatter. themſelves 
with ſaying as the Ben 


little left unaſſiſted, how will they find 
every approaching Trial too many for 
them ? In the midſt of ſuch Danger, how 
liable are they to be ſtaggered, if preſent 


Supplies hang off, and every Thing lies 


at a diſtance; who, tho' they have ſent 
many a Wiſh and Prayer to Heaven, think- 
ing themſelves ſtill unanſwered, are ready 
to cry out, as in another Caſe *, y is 
his Chariot ſo long in coming? not conſider- 


ing that God's '1ime and Manner of Con- 


veyance is moſt deſirable; and that an 
carneſt waiting, as much as it may be en- 
couraged, would be quite out of the Line, 


if unreſigned; and it would anſwer no. 
End to fume againſt and hurry Divine 
Providence, any more. than to think of 


any Return out of Seaſon ; which would 


be as if we would have our Harveſt in 


Spring, before the Crop is ripe : But as 
the Favourites of the Almighty may reſt 
aſſured, that as he has provided richly for 
them at laſt, they ſhall have a ſufficient 


Allowance for their Freight to the End. 


of their Voyage, how may they now de- 
clare with Facob ©, God hath dealt gra- 
ciouſly with me, I have enough, or I thall 

; ER have 
* Fug. . | © Gen, XX X111. II. 
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: Benjamites *, they are 
ſmitten down as at the firſt ; yet if never ſo 
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have enough: and how = they, with 
him, take Heart, who reviced upon ſeeing 


the Fazgons *, being thereby fatisfied that 
Fofeph was alice; fo being favoured with 
the Earneſts and Evidences of Redeeming 
Merey, they need not doubt of a Living Re- 


deemer : Having the Fore-taftes of the Cluſ- 


ters of Grapes, they may know the Vin- 
tage is nigh. 

Lex to make our Ground ſure for ſuch 
joyful Hope, who that is in earneſt for its 
Attainment, would ftop at ſome pleaſing 
Satisfaction at the View theroof, without 
taking the utmoſt Pains in rectifying what 
may be thought a Denial thereto 2 How 
marvelloufly inconfiftent would thoſe be 
with themſelves, who would pretend as 
high-a Value in general for fo joyful a 
Revelation, as the Fews themſelves did 
for the former Part of it ; who thought 


they could never enough covet the en- 


groſſing ſo precious a Treaſure unto them- 
ſelves, and therefore are ſaid o for a while 
to obſerve an Annual Faſt and Mourning 
for its being communicated to the reſt of 
the World, through its Tranſlation in the 
Septuagint ; and yet continue Strangers to 
the Influence of its moſt important Deſign? 
Who would act ſo unfriendly and cruel a 

: Part, 

2 Gen. X LV. 27. 


d Lrghrfoot's Hari. Vol. 1. p.a%. Malton's Bb: 
Proleg. app. 9. 9. 3. f 
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Part, as to make any Rubs in others Way 
for the Improvement thereof ? But what 
an unconceivable Infatuation would it be, 
that any ſhould ſo miſerably ſtand in their 
own Light, and be ſuch deplorable Ene- 
mies to themſelves, as to oppoſe or over- 
look this chiefeſt Happineſs 2 Who that 
are unwilling to be defeated, would not 
ſeriouſly make to our great Advocate; 
moving forward in the Name of the Lord 
of Hole, under the Banner and Favour of 
our beſt, Friend: and conſidering, after all 
the Victory that humble and diligent Chriſ- 
g tians may be bleſſed with, the Enemy, how 
© far ſoever beaten out of the Field, will be 
t ever rallying ; and as ſeemingly dead as 
Corruption may ſeem to be as Aaron's 
Roa, yet will be ſtill ready to appear 
with new Life; who in their Senſes will 
dare to drop their Application and Guard, 
to renew Danger ? And as none know but 
they may be within an Hair's Breadth of 
their Removal; when tis not with Death, as 
Achitophel directed Mſalum,, that it ſhould 
fall only on the weary and weak handed; 
when Numbers of the moſt ſtartling Viſita- 
tions are daily breaking in upon us; and 
none knows, were ſome Space of Time con- 
tinued; but abuſed Grace may take its 
Flight; and the Bleſſing of Bleſſings, this 
Q future 


t. © 1 Sam. XVII. 45. b Numb. XVII. 8. 
e 2 Sam. XVII. 2. 
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future Joy, may be irretrievably loſt; who 
can with Unconcern ſee the moſt precious 
Seaforis' miſimproved e How can we have 

an Heart to neglect preparing tu meet our 
God *, whilſt his Favour is attainable 2 

Who would in other Things be fo ſhiort, 
when the moſt valuable Prize is at Stake, 
which with wife Care might be ſecured, 
as nat to do their belt for a Title thereto: 
Now what is all this World, when we 
come to take our Leave thereof ? How glad 
at parting would we be to give ten thou- 
ſand Worlds rather than miſs of Heaven? 
What wringing at Hands, what remedileſs 
Cries would there be, thould we be at laſt 
caſt ? Who then that have hitherto made 
flight of theſe Things can remain unſhaken; 

fill like the thoughtleſs Sluggard, continu- 
ing in the ſame Track, as a Dohr upon the 
- Hinzes®; and not rather haſten, as Lat was 

| warn'd ©, to eſcape for their Lives; ſtriving 

1 to the utmoſt from their very Hearts that 

Gad in all Things may be glorified; and 

= that tho Worms: deſtroy this Body, there 

might be at laſt the Viſion and Fruition of 
unending Blifs : Which God of his infinite 

4 Mercy grant through Jeſus Chrift. 
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